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From The President

  Autumn temperatures have dropped and we are fast 
approaching December 21, the shortest day of the year. 
While it may get dark sooner (sunset is 4:45pm), still we 
enjoy many special bright moments of this winter season.  
Our native Toyon berries have turned deep red in the 
arroyos and on hillsides, and we have been blessed with 
winter rains to ease recent years of drought.   
  

 Another bright moment of the Diggers December 
calendar is our annual “Holiday Greens Baskets” workshop. 
Together members and their guests recently created 80 
beautiful holiday arrangements using fragrant pine, juniper, 
cedar, holly and more! These baskets were delivered to six 
community organizations, where they will bring cheer and 
lift spirits in these shorter, colder days. Thank you Cindy for 
again ordering and picking up fresh materials and 
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General Meetings  

10:30 Program                 
(Unless otherwise noted)  
12:00 noon Meeting & 

Brown Bag Lunch 

Wednesday, December 5th   

Gwen Babcock’s Home                    
1500 Park Place                       

San Marino                          
Holiday Baskets & Diggers 

Boutique 

….Look ahead…  
Wednesday, January 9th    

Ikebana with Mariana Plott  
Brody  Classroom                   

1151 Oxford Rd. San Marino     
                                                                                                     

        

        

DIGGERS DIRT 
The Dirt being dished this month… 

Heteromeles arbutifolia 
California native Toyon
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pinecones for us to work with and to Programs Chair Mary for 
pulling it all together during the busiest time of the year!  Many 
thanks also to those who delivered our baskets, and especially to 
Executive Board members – who helped indefatigably with every 
Diggers detail.  

  In addition, our Ways and Means Holiday Boutique and 
Bake Sale raised over $1800, thanks to the generosity of the entire 
membership.  A big thank you to those who provided unique and 
delicious items to sell, and to everyone who shopped with an 
open heart and open pocketbook. Funds raised will go towards 
sending club delegates to GCA functions and educational 
conferences. 

  May your Holidays be merry and bright! 
 
     ✿ See you in the garden  ✿  

  Cathy

Announcing Diggers GC Slate
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Board Meetings 

Monday before the     
General Meeting                       

10:30am.                            
Please let Cathy know if you 

would like to attend. 

Mark Your Calendar  

Upcoming Club Meetings 

Feb 6 (Joint Club Meeting) 
Mar 6 
Apr 3 (Auction) 
May 8 (*Note Change) 
June 4 

Upcoming GCA Dates 

www.gcamerica.org 

NAL Conservation 
Conference 
Washington, DC                   
Feb 25-28, 2019 

GCA 2019 Annual 
Meeting 
Boston, MA                           
May 16, -19, 2019 

Photography Workshop 
Death Valley 
Feb 14-17, 2019 
(Beginner/Intermediate) 
Feb 17-20 2019 
(Intermediate/Advanced) 

Announcing the 2018-2020 
Diggers GC Executive Slate! 

Congratulations to 

President: Liz Gilfillan 

Programs VP: Athena Wood 

Treasurer: Page Haralambos 

Rec. Secretary: Yvonne Zaro 

Past President: Cathy Tosetti 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
http://www.gcamerica.org
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Floral Design 

Diggers “challenge” floral arrangement submissions for December. 
(Member creations using seasonal materials primarily found in their gardens.) 
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For floral design help and just plain fun, here are two wonderful books to 
get for Christmas ~ both available at Amazon. (*Be sure to use your 
Amazon Smile account https://smile.amazon.com and the Diggers 
receive a percentage of sales.) 
	

The Flower Recipe Book, by Alethea 
Harampolis and Jill Rizzo of Studio Choo 
in San Francisco takes the fear out of 
floral arranging and will inspire you in 
your own creations.  Ingredient lists 
specify the type and quantity of blooms 
needed and clear instructions show 
each step to make beautiful 
arrangements.  The book is full of ideas 
for unexpected containers and gives 
many great design techniques.  

 

And because we’re Diggers, The Plant 
Recipe Book by Baylor Chapman gives 
step-by-step instructions to make 
gorgeous arrangements with living 
plants. 
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Conservation 

Our Conservation Chair, Sara, has volunteered to collect your old batteries and 
outdated medicines for proper and safe disposal.  Just bring them to any of our 
upcoming meetings.  You may also visit the following sites to find disposal locations 
near you.  Just type in your state, city and zip code. 

For Controlled Substances/Expired meds: 
https://apps.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubdispsearch/spring/main?execution=e1s1 
  
For Recycling of Batteries, Electronics, Plastics, etc.: 
search.earth911.com 
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A Special Note from Annette
Dear Diggers, 

I cannot tell you how touched I was when I was presented the 
beautiful poppy logo pillow, stitched by Sally Miller, from all 
of you, at our November meeting.    It has a very special place in 
my bedroom and is a constant reminder of how special our 
mighty band of gardeners are.  I am so happy to be back in the 
fold and I thank each of you for this 
wonderful gift.  

Love to you all, 

Annette 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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 New GCA Communication Tools 

 
The Club members can now follow the Garden Club of America on 
a number of social media sites: Instagram 
(thegardenclubofamerica), Twitter (@theGCAmerica), and Facebook 
(@thegardenclubofamerica). They can also follow the GCA 
Scholarship committee on Twitter (@GCAScholarships).  Every 
month, the GCA will post links to PUBLIC page news articles that 

outline GCA endeavors across the country. (*Member contact information and other 
private information remains password protected in the Members Area of the GCA 
website.) 

And don’t forget to check out the Videos section under the “Read, Watch, Shop” tab 
on the GCA members area website.  Scroll down to the “GCA Speakers” box and click 
to access videos of interesting GCA Guest Speakers covering a multitude of topics 
such as “Children and the Future of Horticulture”, “Preserving South American 
Ecosystems”, and a personal history of the beginning of The Garden Club of America 
Collection of slides in the Archives of American Gardens.  You will learn a lot! 

MOUNT	VERNON	BEHIND	THE	SCENES	
MOUNT	VERNON,	VIRGINIA		WEDNESDAY,	APRIL	17,	2019		9:30	AM	–	4:30	PM		MAX:	50		

Will you be on the east coast in mid-April? Registration is now open for this behind-
the-scenes tour of Mount Vernon’s gardens and grounds with Mount Vernon’s famed 
Director of Horticulture Dean Norton. You will also learn about the Mount Vernon 
Ladies’ Association, a past recipient of the GCA’s National Historic Preservation Medal.  

This “On the Road” event includes a private tour of the Mansion, and a visit to the 
Pioneer Farm, Gristmill and Distillery. Lunch will be served, with a special taste of 
Washington’s signature whiskey! $50 

Questions: OnTheRoad@gcamerica.org 
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December Meeting 

Making Holiday Greens Baskets
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& Holiday Boutique

Setting up… 

�8…and Shopping
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All I Want for Christmas
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1)	An	Aphis	Brush	(lacquered)	

2)	Ladies	Floral	Syringe	(with	
rosewood	handles	please)	

3)	Leaf	Sponger		

4)	Pneumatic	Spray	Diffuser	
(no	rubber	ball;	no	blowing	
with	the	mouth…)	

5)	Canary	Guano	(!!)	

From	“The	Edwardian	Garden	
													Guide	For	All	GardenLovers”	
												(©	2014	Old	House	books,		
													Great	Britain)	
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