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From the President 

During torrential rains on the first Wednesday of 
December, Gwen’s pool house, patio and garage 
allowed for all the elbow room we needed to 
create almost seventy holiday arrangements and 
stage another Christmas boutique. It was a 
wonderful team effort with contributions from 
many. A special shout-out to Debby Smith who sent 
her pressed flower notecards from Seattle,  
Adrienne whose pair of reindeer were auctioned to 
the highest bidder, and Angela whose homemade 
cider warmed our palates on a wintry day. The 
Diggers raised a record $2225 and the constituents 
at Friends Forward, Huntington Hospital, Ronald 
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General Meeting:  

10:30am Program (Unless 
otherwise noted)        

12:00 noon Meeting 

Jan 8th  Page Haralambos’ 
Speaker: Carolyn Bennett 

2156 Courtland Ave San Marino                 
Hostess: Marcia, Page, Eugenie     

Guests Welcome

Look ahead… 

Jan 8 - Page Haralambos’ 
Feb 5 - Annette Serrurier’s 
(This is a new location) 
Feb 25 - Joint Meeting at  
Natural History Museum 
Mar 4 - Huntington Gardens 
Apr 1- Old Mill 
Apr 27,28 - Auction Set-up 
Apr 29 - Auction 
May - (TBD) 
Jun 3 - Debbe Booth’s 

Board Meetings 

January 8th at 9a.m. before 
general meeting. Please let Liz 

know if you would like to 
attend.

DIGGERS DIRT 
The Dirt being dished this month… 

Needle art by Sally Miller - GCA headquarters, New York 2019

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com


Volume 18 Issue 3 www.diggersgardenclub.com December 19, 2019 

McDonald House, The Senior Center and Villa 
Esperanza have been enjoying our artful 
arrangements ever since. Thank you all! 

From this busy and ever-so-short holiday season we 
look ahead to the January meeting, "Your Garden 
Bed:  Time to Change the Sheets?" when speaker, 
Carolyn Bennett will enlighten, entertain, and 
encourage us gardeners to rethink the way we 
plan, experience, and use our gardens in the face 
of ecological, economic and climate challenges. 
This is a great meeting to bring a guest! Also make 
note of the new location for our February meeting 
which will be at Annette’s home at 1185 Banyan 
Street, Pasadena.  

I hope the coming days are filled with good cheer 
and special time among your loved ones. Merry 
Christmas to you all! 
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Mark Your Calendar  

Upcoming GCA Dates 

www.gcamerica.org 

NAL Conference         
Washington, DC 
Feb 23-26, 2020 

2020 Zone XII Meeting 
Tacoma, WA 
Mar 25-27, 2020 

GCA 2020 Annual 
Meeting 
Asheville, NC 
May 3-6, 2020 

GCA Trip to Japan                 
November, 2020 
Click link for more info and 
sign onto the Interest List 
h"ps://www.gcamerica.org/
members/visi3ng-
gardens#resourceid=4424	

January 17, 2020      
11 a.m.        

Arlington Gardens 
memorial tree 
planting for       

Anne Neville

http://www.gcamerica.org
https://www.gcamerica.org/members/visiting-gardens%22%20%5Cl%20%22resourceid=4424
https://www.gcamerica.org/members/visiting-gardens%22%20%5Cl%20%22resourceid=4424
https://www.gcamerica.org/members/visiting-gardens%22%20%5Cl%20%22resourceid=4424
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Of Interest… 

Athena’s experience at the Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden

This Fall, I was fortunate to travel to Cape Town, 
South Africa where I visited Kirstenbosch 
National Botanical Gardens. Kirstenbosch 
(Kirsten’s forest) farm passed through many 
landowners over several hundred years until 
the early 1900’s when it was bequeathed to the 
government of South Africa. In 1913, the 
government set aside the estate of 
Kirstenbosch for the establishment of a 
National Botanic Garden. Over 100 years later, 
Kirstenbosch National Botanical Gardens is acclaimed as one of the great botanic 
gardens of the world. 

During my visit, I saw the Protea garden which features the diverse Protea Family, 
including Leucospermum, Leucadendron, Mimetes, and Serruria species. Several 
species of Leucospermum in red, orange, and yellow could be seen in every 
direction. The Protea garden forms part of Kirstenbosch’s Fynbos Walk, along with the 
Erica and Restio Gardens. Fynbos refers to over 9000 species of vegetation unique to 
the Cape Floral Kingdom.  

Another favorite is the Centenary Tree Canopy Walkway, a 
curved steel and timber suspended bridge that takes you 
from the forest floor into and through the trees and bursts 
out above the canopy, giving spectacular views of Table 
Mountain. There are so many areas in the garden to see 
that one must allow several hours to fully appreciate all it 
has to offer.  
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Southern Californians visiting the garden will recognize so many plants throughout 
the garden, especially in the area known as Mathews’ Rockery. Named in honor of the 
first curator, J.W. Mathews, the Rockery was built in the 1920’s and is an intricate maze 
of small pathways lined with weird and wonderful xerophytic (needing little water) 
plants, such as Aloe, Euphorbia, and Crassula. The Kirstenbosch Conservatory exhibits 
plants from a number of different regions, including Savanna, Fynbos, and Karoo.  

The highlight of my visit was discovering a corner of the Conservatory that has plants 
from the Namib desert biome. The Welwitschias, the strangest plant I have ever seen, 
is made up of only two leaves. There are no other plants like this in the world. 
Welwitschias produce only two strap-shaped leaves that keep growing throughout 
the plant’s life and are never shed. Some leaves are estimated to be between 
500-2000 years old.   

Over one hundred years since its establishment, Kirstenbosch National Botanical 
Garden continues to promote exploration, conservation, sustainable use, appreciation 
and enjoyment of South Africa’s exceptionally rich biodiversity not only for South 
Africans, but for visitors from all over the world.  

Visiting Gardens - Susan Kranwinkle 

Two times before, I have been visiting gardens 
chairman for the Diggers and I didn’t get a single call.  
So, when Liz asked me to do it again for 2019, I quickly 
accepted the easiest assignment in the club. 
But, this time, 30 years after my first term, I got a call 
from four very energetic ladies from a GCA Club near 
Middlebury, Virginia who wanted to see as many 
gardens as possible in one day in Pasadena. 
You, Diggers, were so willing to open your gardens to 
these ladies.  We saw eight Digger Gardens starting 
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This is Susan touring the Virginia ladies

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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at 8:30 in the morning and also stopped by The Arlington Garden. At 1:30, I dropped 
them off for lunch in the Huntington.  They were happy and exhausted when they 
came back to my house for cocktails on my patio. 
I loved their reactions—“gorgeous gardens , each one so distinctive”.  “how did you 
get all these members to just say yes?”  “we have to beg our members to do this”. 
My answer, “This is just what Diggers do” 
Thanks to you all for saying yes. 
And, we now have an open invitation to visit Virginia for their Open Garden Week.  
More about that later. 

Notes from Diggers’ Field Trip 

 

Thank you to Debbie and Nena for 
organizing the field trip on November 
13th to San Diego Botanic Garden. Dr. Ari 
Novy’s exceptional grasp of native flora 
stimulated in us a new way of looking at 
plants.  It was a great day! 
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Snapshots from our field trip to SDBG

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com


Volume 18 Issue 3 www.diggersgardenclub.com December 19, 2019 

Another Successful Christmas Workshop & Boutique 
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Snapshots from our field trip to SDBG
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Replacing oasis with chicken wire was a success!  The Diggers are always having a good time. 

Reminders… 

* Lincoln Nursery sale going on now until December 24th - 20% off all   
 plants and pots. 
* At the Old Mill the California Art Club 20th anniversary exhibition closes   
 on January 12th. 
* At every meeting Sara collects batteries and expired medications for safe 
 disposal. 
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