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General Meeting:  

10:30 am Program      
(Unless otherwise noted)        
12:00 noon Meeting 

Feb 2 - Old Mill 

10:30 we will meet the new 
Huntington Gardens’ 
Botanical  Director, Nicole 
Cavender 

12:00 noon meeting and 
sack lunch 

Look ahead… 

Feb 22 - Huntington Library 
  Joint Meeting hosted by 
PGA, featuring 
  Edie Soloway - Nature   
  Photographer 
Mar 2 - Old Mill Workday 
  Prep for Auction  
  Conservation Program -  
  Susan & Sally 
April 3 - Plant drop off Old Mill 
April 4-5 - Auction Set Up 
April 6 - Plant Sale & Auction 

DIGGERS DIRT 
The Dirt being dished this month…

Dear Diggers, 

Well, the holidays are behind us, the Omicron is on 
top of us but I still have high hopes for the future in 
front of us! 

There is a quote from playwright Eugene Ionesco 
that says, “Only the ephemeral is of lasting value.”  
As I have heard from many, Covid separated 
families over the holidays but everyone made the 
best of it with FaceTime, celebrating outside or just 
on another day but people made it work.  Perhaps 
the moments we cherish most in life as suggested 
by Eugene Ionesco, are the ones that only last a 
short while.  He suggests that, “scarcity increases 
value, and those temporal wonders we experience 
– a perfect snowflake melting on a fingertip, or the 
last ring of laughter at a dinner party that had to 
end – become the memories we delight in forever.” 
I find this to be exceedingly true. 

From the President 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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As we redirected our in person meeting this month 
to Zoom, we were still able to delight in the 
stunning photos and the behind the scenes stories 
of the Chelsea Flower Show presented to us by the 
entertaining Natasha Hopkinson. Her reminiscing 
along with her amazing photos made me long to 
attend the flower show one day.  The ethereal 
feeling of connecting people to nature continues to 
be an ongoing theme of life! 

We look ahead to February when we finally get the 
opportunity to meet with Nicole Cavender, the 
Director of Botanical Gardens at the Huntington. 
We have changed the location to The Old Mill so 
that we can be outside as well as have the 
opportunity to show off our own beautiful garden 
to Nicole.  Please try and make the upcoming 
workdays to get the Mill into tip top shape! If we 
find ourselves with inclement weather we will move 
the meeting to Liz’s home – we will keep you 
updated!  

Off to plant dreams and pick weeks! 

Lisa

May 4 - Huntington Library 
  Roses with Tom Carruth 
June 1 - Annual Meeting 
  Judy McDonald’s 

Board Meetings 

10:30 a.m. Monday’s preceding 
the General Meetings at Lisa’s 
home. Please let Lisa know if you 
would like to attend. 

Old Mill Workdays 

(Mondays  
9:00am - 10:30am) 
January 24 
February 7 

Conservation  

Check out the new Pasadena residential organics 
recycling guide. 

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/public-works/
recycling-resources/organics-recycling/ 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/public-works/recycling-resources/organics-recycling/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/public-works/recycling-resources/organics-recycling/
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Mark Your Calendar  

Upcoming GCA Dates 

www.gcamerica.org 

NAL Conference - Virtual 
Washington, DC 
March 1- 2, 2022 

GCA Virtual Photography 
Study Conference 
Mar 31, 2022 

GCA 2022 Annual Meeting 
Hybrid 
Parsippany, NJ 
Apr 27 - 30, 2022 

http://www.gcamerica.org
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Field Trip  

Hope you’ll join us for a fun adventure out to visit LA Succulents on Friday, February 11 -  
a new succulent and cactus nursery out in Lake View Terrace!  They specialize in unique and 
unusual cactus and succulents.  It is owned by a young fellow who grows and  
propagates all of his own cactus and succulents. 

We felt best for everyone to plan their own carpools and meet out there at 10:00am.   

The address is: 
11226 Christy Avenue 
Lake View Terrace 

Here is a link to their website, along with photos Megan took from her visit to the 
nursery…….https://www.succulents.la/ 

Hope to see you all on February 11th!  Please call or email should you have any questions. 

xo Ruth and Megan 
(626) 233-6175 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
https://www.succulents.la/


Volume 19 Issue 5 www.diggersgardenclub.com January 14 2022 

5

Horticulture  

Despite living in Southern California where it never even rains (wink, wink), most of 
us have had occasion to visit colder climes in the late winter months and have 
shared in their joy of the first signs of spring, whether they be tulips, daffodils or 
crocuses.  I came upon this field of crocuses last winter on Vashon, sprouting from a 
pile of leaves left to mulch the winter away (apologies to Judy McDonald and Sally 
Miller for the photo quality!). It made me so happy. Here are a few fun facts from 
your hort. chair:  

Crocus is a genus of flowering plants in the iris 
family comprising 90 species of perennials 
growing from corms.  The spice saffron is 
obtained from the stigmas of Crocus sativus.  
Crocuses are native to the Alps, southern 
Europe and the Mediterranean area. Crocuses 
can now be found from sea level to alpine 
tundra on most continents of the world.  To 
grow, plant in a sunny spot in sandy, well-
drained soil.  Some varieties naturalize and can 

grow like a weed, making them hard to remove (like those pesky vinca vines at the 
Old Mill). Whether you see poppies on the grapevine, the first bunch of daffodils at 
Trader Joe’s or the first bud on a rose bush in your own garden, I hope you have 
some leaps of horticulture joy later this winter. 

CHALLENGE PLANT 
How is your challenge plant doing? How’s your w.r. seaside daisy doing? Have you 
gotten a bloom? Turns out the challenge won’t be trying to keep this hardy plant 
alive, but how you are able to keep it potted and not looking to leggy by June…. 
Good luck Diggers!  
-Yvonne 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Old Mill 

A wonderful and successful event at the Old Mill in December with the pop up Flower 
Truck.  

Make sure to attend the Artists Flea Market 1/29/22 – should be loads of fun. 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Programs

We enjoyed our Zoom visit with Chelsea Flower Show guest speaker, Natasha 
Hopkinson as we learned the stories behind the running of this magnificent show! The 
photos of the spectacular gardens were definitely some special eye candy for all of us! 

Next month - February 

Join us in February at The Old Mill to meet the notorious, Nicole Cavender. Per the 
Huntington, “Cavender holds a B.S. in environmental and plant biology from Ohio 
University and a Ph.D. from Ohio State University in horticulture and crop science. 
Before moving to the Morton Arboretum in 2012, she served as chief programmatic 
officer at The Wilds, a 10,000-acre wildlife conservation center in southeastern Ohio. 

At The Huntington, Cavender will oversee a staff of 85 and several hundred volunteers 
in caring for more than a dozen gardens, including the renowned Chinese Garden, 
Japanese Garden, and Desert Garden. In addition, she will be actively involved in 
developing and expanding botanical education, outreach, and research programs. 
Along with the gardens, the botanical division at The Huntington also includes a seed 
bank, tissue culture lab, and a cryopreservation lab focused on developing protocols 
for freezing plant tissue at extremely low temperatures and then bringing them back to 
life at a later date—an arm of research crucial to conservation and sustainability of rare 
species.”

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Nicole Cavender – Photo courtesy of  
Morton Arboretum 

Members in the Spotlight

Check out our very own Cindy Wenzlau as their vineyard is featured, along with other 
GCA members vintners in this months GCA Bulletin. 
Scroll down to page 34 to check it out or see it in your own copy.  

https://www.gcamerica.org/members:publications/publicationdetails/pid/922 

Other Info …

- A marvelous piece from the New York Times - Charming and inspiring! 
Judy 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/03/climate/climate-change-biodiversity.html 

- NAL was moved to a virtual conference - see last page for new information 

- Thank you Notes received from the Huntington Hospital for our Holiday Greens and 
a nice note from the Arboretum for our donation in Jane’s memory. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/03/climate/climate-change-biodiversity.html
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
https://www.gcamerica.org/members:publications/publicationdetails/pid/922
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