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From the President 

Mycorrhiza; From the Greek words for 
fungus (mykós) and root (riza). 

We know now, that through a gossamer-fine network 
of fungal tubes, individual plants are joined to one 
another.  These fungi exist in a subtle symbiosis with 
plants, bringing about a vital connection.  What has 
this to do with us as gardeners; as members of a GCA 
club? 

We Diggers also share a vital connection to each 
other and to the hundreds of other members in the 
200 GCA clubs across the country.  This connection, 
brought about through a deep love of plants and 
gardens, crosses all spectrums, generations and 
boundaries.  It is a connection that both teaches 
and inspires. 
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General Meeting:  

The Old Mill   
Wednesday, October 4th,  

10:30am 

10:30 Work in the Garden -   
bring gloves, rakes, clippers, 
trowels and $ to buy scrip!  

12:00 Sack Lunch & Meeting 

Guests Welcome!                  
(Great meeting for Prospective 
Members) 

Look ahead… 

Nov1 
Dec 6 
Jan 10 
Feb 7  
Feb 27 (Joint Club Mtg) 
Mar 7 
Apr 4 
Auction Prep- Apr 16-17 
Auction – Apr 18  (Old Mill) 
May 2 
June 6 

Board Meetings 

Monday’s preceding the General 
Meeting at 10:30am. Please let 
Cathy know if you would like to 
attend.

DIGGER DIRT 
The Dirt being dished this month… 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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It is my hope that each of us will use this connection 
to the fullest in the coming year.  Please visit the 
GCA website frequently.  Explore the Committee 
pages, Zone pages, and Calendars. Click on the 
“Read, Watch, Shop” tab and watch a video about 
the 24th Street Garden that we visited and 
supported. (It won the Founders Fund Award in 
2016.) Learn about pollinator plants and how to 
collect and clean seed, visit a photo library of Floral 
Design or Botanic Jewelry and I guarantee you will 
come away inspired!  

And – to continue this education – Programs Chair, 
Mary Blodgett, has wonderful things in store for you 
this year.  Did I mention Beneficial Fungi in the 
garden with master gardener and mycologist, 
Florence Nishida, of the Natural History Museum?  
Yes, we will be making LOTS of connections this year 
– you wont want to miss a thing!  

      ✿ See you in the garden  ✿  
Cathy 
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Mark Your Calendar  

Upcoming GCA Dates 

www.gcamerica.org 

Shirley Meneice      
Horticulture Conference 
Omaha, NB 
Sept 24-26, 2017 

NAL Conservation         
Conference 
Washington, DC 
Feb 26-29, 2018 
(registration opens 
in October) 

GCA 105th Annual Meeting 
  “How the West is One” 
Hosted by the 18 Clubs of 
Zone XII  
San Francisco, CA 
Apr 26-29, 2018 

The GCA Annual Meeting                
 Flower Show  
 “Wonders of the West” 
April 26 – April 29, 2018  
(Schedule available at 
gcamerica.org) 

“A garden requires patient labor and attention. 
Plants do not grow merely to satisfy ambitions or 
to fulfill good intentions.  They thrive because 
someone expended effort on them.” 

-Liberty Hyde Bailey

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
http://www.gcamerica.org
http://gcamerica.org
http://www.gcamerica.org
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“Wonders of the West Flower Show” 

Timeline for Exhibitors 

Oct 15, 2017    Registration opens for all divisions  
Oct 26, 2017    Horticulture: Six-month ownership deadline  
Jan 26, 2018   Horticulture: Three-month ownership deadline  
Feb 15, 2018    Floral Design, Horticulture container grown plants, Photography 
     and Botanical Arts registration deadline  
Feb 15, 2018    Photography: Digital image (jpeg) submission deadline 
Mar 2, 2018  Photography: Juried finalists and non- finalists are notified  
Mar 30, 2018  Photography and Botanical Arts entry delivery deadline  
Mar 30, 2018  Botanical Arts entries passed  
Apr 2, 2018    Photography entries passed  
April 26, 2018         Horticulture container grown entries accepted & passed; Botanical Arts, 
   Conservation, Photography entries staged  
April 27, 2918          Floral Design and Horticulture cut specimen entries accepted &  
   passed  

The Old Mill 
The Diggers participated in a ribbon cutting ceremony July 13, 2017 at the Old Mill to 
celebrate two newly rebuilt arbors (which had succumbed to termite damage).  Harriet 
Doerr, a Digger and granddaughter of Henry Huntington, lived for a time at the Old Mill 
with her family.  She later funded the arbor on the entrance patio in memory of her husband 
Albert. Diggers attending the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. (Sally Wenzlau not pictured) 
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Old Mill Workdays 

Old Mill workdays are Tuesdays from 9-11am. Each Digger works twice a year in the 
gardens.  New members, with their sponsors, are asked to work once a month.  Chairs, 
Ruth and Nena will pass around a monthly signup sheet at each meeting.  Let’s work 
together to ensure that the Old Mill looks its best for the Auction on April 18th, 2018! 

Mark Your Calendars For a Night to Honor Our Own Susan Kranwinkle 
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Susan Kranwinkle (& Peg Rahn) are being honored! 

For the ongoing support of Children’s Eduction Programs 

The Arboretum  

301 North Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia 

Sunday, October 1st 

Cocktails 5pm - Dinner 6:30pm 

RSVP by September 21st 

Invitation in the mail - Info: 626-281-3723 

(Susan is a current LA Arboretum Foundation member and 

past Board President). 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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“On the Road With GCA” 

New this year, the GCA is working to bring educational programs, related to the GCA’s 
purpose, closer to our 200 GCA member clubs throughout the country.  Registration is 
limited to GCA club members only, and you may enroll as an individual or as a club (think 
field trip) for these low cost programs on the GCA website.  The first 10 will be in NYC and 
at GCA headquarters in NY, Washington DC, Philadelphia, PA, Boston, MA, Chicago, IL 
and Austin, TX.   

This is a pilot program with the intention of expanding throughout the country so stay 
tuned for programs to appear in Zone XII!  Topics thus far include Conservation Movies 
and learning about Environmental Film Fest at GCA HQ, taking a guided tour of the 
Highline in NYC with one of the principal designers, visiting Longwood Gardens in 
Philadelphia, the Arnold Arboretum at Harvard in Cambridge, and Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center in Austin, to name just a few.  Please visit the GCA website to learn 
more about these and upcoming events.  Just click on the “Read Watch Shop” tab on the 
home page, and open the “News” tab to find a link to “GCA On the Road.” 

Horticulture 

Thank you to those of you who have been collecting seeds over the summer!  Please 
bring your bounty to Cathy Tosetti’s house by September 15th, marked with the common 
name, the botanical name, hardiness zone, your name and club.  Cathy and Athena will 
package and label your seeds in the appropriately-sized coin envelopes for the Shirley 
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GCA Shirley Meneice Horticulture Conference 
Seed Share 2017     
Plant Type: Herbaceous Perennial  
Botanical Name: Gaillardia x grandiflora ‘Oranges & Lemons’ 
Common Name: Blanket Flower 
Hardiness Zone: 3a-10
Donor’s Name: xx YourName xx       
Club:  Diggers Garden Club 
Information: Full sun, attracts bees & butterflies

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Meneice Seed Exchange at the upcoming Horticulture Conference in Omaha Nebraska 
on Sept. 24-26.  

Visiting Gardens 

As soon as a trip is announced, you may sign up on the trip’s “Interest List” on the GCA 
website. There is no obligation, but when the trip’s itinerary and price have been 
finalized, members of the trip’s Interest List will have the opportunity to register for the 
trip before the general membership may do so. Upcoming Visiting Gardens trips in both 
the United States and abroad are: New Zealand: January 18th, Dallas-Fort Worth, TX : 
April 2018, Santa Fe, New Mexico: July 2018, Scotland: July 2018, The Hudson River 
Valley, NY: September 2018, South Africa: October 2018 

New Members  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A warm welcome to our new Diggers, 
Jeannette Martin and Connie Harding! 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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In Memoriam 

1925-2017  

Joan Banning 

Superb Gardener, Gifted Mentor 

A Digger for 57 years 

(President 1980-1982) 

�7

Per Digger tradition, a donation will be made to the Endowment Fund in Joan’s honor.

(Please see 
attached email 
document for 
pictures of her 
lovely garden.)

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com

