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Volume 11     Issue 6    2015-2016 
www.diggersgardenclub.com 

 
 

 Wednesday, March 2, 2016 
Huntington Botanical Garden 

Brody Lab in the Botanical Center 
 With Jim Folsom 

There’s a Bug in My Garden! 
 Friend or Foe? 

10:30 AM ~ Gather & Coffee 
11 to12 ~ Program 

12 to 1 ~ Sack lunch Meeting ~ Bring $ for scrip! 
Regrets Only to Carlin 

    

AFTER	
  THE	
  MARCH	
  MEETING	
  AT	
  THE	
  HUNTINGTON,	
  
be	
  sure	
  to	
  see	
  this	
  new	
  exhibit: 

  

 

 

October 7 
November 4 
December 2 
January 6 
February 3 
March 2 
April 6 
Auction Prep- 
         April 18th & 19th 
Auction - April 20th  

– at Lisa Evan’s 
May 4 
June 1 
 

The next Board Meeting is 
at 3 PM on Monday, 
February 29th at Mary 
Anne’s home.  Please let 
Carlin know if you would 
like to attend.    
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2016 FOUNDERS FUND AWARD FINALISTS ~ Proposal Summaries 

 
The Founders Fund was established in 1934 to support and encourage 
member clubs in the area of civic projects. What makes this award so 
special is that it is the only GCA award that can be voted on by the 
membership of all 200 GCA Member Clubs.  The award will meaningfully 
affect the projects, as the winner will receive $30,000 and each runner up, 
$10,000. The 2016 Founders Fund Finalists full descriptions are in the 
Winter issue of the GCA Bulletin and  accessible by logging on to the 

Founders Fund webpage in the Members Area of the GCA website.  
 
The award will be announced at the Annual Meeting in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, 
Minnesota in May 2016.  We will vote at the March 2nd meeting.  Carlin, as Club President, will be 
asked to cast one vote, which reflects the club's vote, by April 1, 2016. 
	
  
	
  
The	
  HISTORIC	
  WASHINGTON	
  GARDEN	
  at	
  the	
  OLD	
  NORTH	
  CHURCH	
  
Proposed	
  by	
  Beacon	
  Hill	
  GC,	
  Zone	
  I|	
  Seconded	
  by	
  Chestnut	
  Hill	
  GC,	
  Zone	
  I	
  

The	
  Old	
  North	
  Church	
  of	
  Paul	
  Revere	
  fame	
  is	
  Boston’s	
  oldest	
  standing	
  church	
  and	
   most	
  visited	
  historic	
  
site,	
  attracting	
  half	
  a	
  million	
  visitors	
  each	
  year.	
   The	
  Beacon	
  Hill	
   Garden	
  Club	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  partner	
  of	
  the	
  
Church	
  for	
  over	
  sixty	
  years.	
   The	
  two	
  now	
  plan	
   to	
  recreate	
  the	
  garden	
  ahead	
  of	
  the	
  church’s	
  300th	
  
birthday	
  and	
  the	
  nations’	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  250th.	
  This	
  accessible	
  garden	
  will	
  showcase	
  18th	
  century	
  plant	
  materials,	
  
the	
  	
   famous	
  Longfellow	
  poem	
  and	
  a	
  flexible	
  outdoor	
  classroom.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  BUILDING	
  SUSTAINABILITY	
  at	
  HARTFORD’S	
  HISTORIC	
  KENEY	
  PARK	
  
	
  	
  Proposed	
  by	
  GC	
  of	
  Hartford,	
  Zone	
  II	
  |	
  Seconded	
  by	
  Connecticut	
  Valley	
  GC,	
  Zone	
  II	
  

Hartford’s	
  historic	
  Keney	
  Park	
  borders	
  a	
  neighborhood	
  of	
  astounding	
  poverty.	
  GCH	
   will	
  provide	
  
educational	
  and	
  employment	
  opportunities	
  for	
  park	
  workers	
  and	
   volunteers	
  through	
  a	
  course	
  on	
  
basics	
  in	
  urban	
  park	
  care.	
  These	
  best	
  practices	
  will	
   be	
  illustrated	
  by	
  planting	
  the	
  park’s	
  five	
  entrances	
  
using	
  the	
  winning	
  plan	
  from	
  our	
   Partners	
  for	
  Plants	
  design	
  contest.	
  The	
  curriculum	
  will	
  be	
  posted	
  
online	
  for	
  public	
   access.	
  Signage	
  will	
  teach	
  visitors	
  about	
  habitat	
  diversity	
  within	
  this	
  700-­‐acre	
  
Olmsted	
  Brothers-­‐designed	
  jewel.	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  WETLANDS	
  EDUCATION	
  CENTER	
  at	
  CATTAIL	
  MARSH	
  
Proposed	
  by	
  Magnolia	
  GC,	
  Zone	
  IX	
  |	
  Seconded	
  by	
  The	
  GC	
  of	
  Houston,	
  Zone	
  IX	
  

The	
  Magnolia	
  Garden	
  Club	
  seeks	
  to	
  construct	
  The	
  Wetlands	
  Education	
  Center	
  at	
   Cattail	
  Marsh,	
  a	
  
manmade	
  wetland	
  in	
  Beaumont,	
  Texas.	
  As	
  the	
  end	
  stage	
  in	
  the	
  city’s	
   wastewater	
  treatment,	
  it	
  
astonished	
  engineers	
  by	
  becoming	
  an	
  amazing,	
  diverse	
   wildlife	
  habitat.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  demonstration	
  for	
  the	
  
future	
  where	
  mankind	
  and	
  nature	
   interact.	
  This	
  elevated	
  classroom	
  with	
  large	
  viewing	
  platform	
  will	
  
provide	
  outreach	
   to	
  schoolchildren	
  and	
  visitors,	
  raising	
  awareness	
  and	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  
wetlands	
  in	
  our	
  ecosystem.	
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DIGGERS GO ON AMAZON SMILE! 
For all you Amazon shoppers out there, the Diggers Garden Club is 
officially part of Amazon Smile.  This will send 0.5% of our Amazon 
purchases toward our little garden club.   
 
The below link will take you to Amazon Smile, and automatically 
have your purchases send credit to the Diggers.  This WILL NOT 
change your Amazon Prime settings, or any other feature on 
Amazon.   
 
Please start shopping! Thank you Susan Babcock for setting us up! 
 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-3492429 

WINERY FIELD TRIP 

Save Saturday May 14th for a field trip to 
the ACCLAIMED Wenzlau Vineyard in the 
Santa Rita Hills near Lompoc.    

We are still formulating a plan and 
welcome input. It may involve staying 

overnight and carpooling. 
 

OLD MILL 

Lots of changes at the Old Mill in preparation for the 200th 
Year!  The ivy is off the front wall so the plaster can be 
repaired and overgrown plant groupings are being thinned. 

Eugenie or Yvonne will be working at the Old Mill most 
Tuesdays.  Additional upcoming work days are Friday, 
February 19th; Tuesday, March 15th and Friday, May 13th.  
Please confirm with Yvonne if you are coming.  They would 
love the company of other Diggers who have an hour or two 
to spare between 9-11 AM any of those mornings!   

The Diggers have purchased a 200th Anniversary Banner 
which will hang on a San Marino street from February to 
October.  Funds from banner sales will support the Old Mill.  
 
  

 

 

GCA DATES 
www.gcamerica.org 
 
Shirley Meneice Horticultural 
Conference, Seattle, WA 
September 21-23, 2015 
 
NAL Conservation 
Conference, Washington, DC 
February 22-25, 2016 
 
GCA Annual Meeting 
Minneapolis 
May 19-23, 2016 
 
Pasadena Garden Club 
Flower Show 
April 22- 24, 2016 
 
Zone XII Meeting 
Broadmoor GC, CO 

  June 21-23, 2016 
 
  GCA Bulletin Submissions 
  Nov 15 for Winter Issue 
  Feb 15 for Spring Issue 
  May 15 for Summer Issue 
  Aug 15 for Fall Issue 
 
  GCA eNews Submissions 
  10th of every month except 
  June 
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HORTICULTURE	
  NEWS	
  
 

FEBRUARY ~ All Dirt is Not Gossip 
By Sally Harris, Horticulture Chair 

     Sometimes it’s under our feet and it’s not 
always perfect.  So we need to help it along 
with different materials which are often 
mystifying to the normal mind. Here are the 
big three:  Compost is an amendment to bring 
your soil to a healthy natural state.  Fertilizer 
is a combination of minerals to boost certain 

specific results from your plantings.  Mulch is shredded or chipped wood material to keep the 
weeds down, retain moisture and improve appearance.  Ah, choices.  
      As with most garden topics EVERYONE has a different and usually strong feeling about 
their approach.  Some never want to fertilize, but go totally natural with compost and in 
addition they layer it on top (no “digging in”) so that those little micro-rhizome guys can zip the 
nutrients straight to your plant’s roots. This approach requires continual amending as our plants 
just gobble it up and then we cut/prune and it all just “goes away” with the cuttings. On the 
other side of the spectrum we have the casual gardener, who several times a year, whips out 
the diluted crystals and strolls around the garden with the hose, delivering fertilizer to 
whomever looks a little peaked. 
     To be honest we know that we’re not all totally co-dependent with our gardens so perhaps we 
could AMEND once every 1-3 years in February;  FERTILIZE where and when needed in specific 
spots (mostly the pots); and MULCH to our own esthetic desires. 
     AND while you’re out moving soil around think berms and decorative boulders.  
Buy/Plant 
• Camellias, azaleas, hellebores, euphorbias, spring annuals 
• Summer bulbs – begonia, callas, canna, dahlia, gladiolas, gloriosa lilies. 
• Plant seed for summer veggie crops 
• BIG BOOTS.  You don’t wear them that often but when you do, they’re great and 

besides…you’ll feel like a real farmer. 
Maintenance 
• Stake where needed eg. hellebores argutifolius 
• Dig, divide grasses, society garlic 
• WEED, WEED, WEED 
Prune 
• Fuchias, grasses 6-8”, cestrum, phygelius, basically any summer flowering perennials 
• Fruit trees and force branches in a vase to spruce up your room 
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AUCTION UPDATE  
  Tips for Pots that Sell: 

• Pairs or Groups of Three 
• Trellises- wooden or metal 
• Herb Gardens 
• Unique or Old/Patina Containers 
• Vacation Home Theme, especially nautical – whale , shell (but not TOO many) 

 
Team Pots- Get together with your team to chip in to find a really special pot, climbing structure or 
mature plant so we will have 4 fabulous pots for our Auction! 
 
How to prepare a “Perfect” Diggers Pot 
1. Begin with an appropriate pot (no chips or cracks). 

- Consider overall design properties with respect to specific plants that you plan to use 
(shape/color/size etc.). 

2. Clean pot with steel wool or wire brush (though some moss may be appropriate). 
- Sandpaper or Goo Gone® to remove price tag 
- Vinegar and water remove mineral marks 

3. Place screen over drainage hole (may be secured by glue first). 
4. Fill approximately 2/3 of the container with a potting soil containing perlite. Cover with a soil 

containing no perlite (such as Super Soil®). 
5. Add Osmocote or similar slow release fertilizer. 
6. Place plant in pot leaving 1” lip at top to avoid overflow when watering. 
7. Water and fertilize. 
8. Fill out tag in pencil or waterproof ink, including all the information that you can get and stake into 

pot. 
 
Botanical names of plants to include for Diggers Pots Do NOT use the Family name, which is 
always in italics in the Sunset Western Garden Book. 

always...........Genus (capitalized) 
always........... species (lower case) 
if listed........... variety (single quotes) 
if listed........... Common Name 

Example: Hedera canariensis ‘Variegata’ Variegated Algerian Ivy 
Genus  species ‘variety’ Common Name  

Example container: hand carved wooden bowl, circa 1920 Italian terra cotta, 18” round, flutted edge 
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Diggers making Hypertufa  

pots on a rainy day in January! 

Just like mud pies! 

 

FLOWER SHOW UPDATES 

Our Flowering Arranging 101 Meeting in February with Darrell Banta and Susan Seidel of 
the Pasadena Garden Club inspired some of us to SIGN UP! It will be fun!  

The Pasadena Garden Club Flower Show is April 22 -24, 2016.  There are many ways 
Diggers can enter this show.  Follow these directions to find the 2016 Pasadena GCA Flower 

Show Schedule: 
Go to the MEMBERS area on the GCA website. 

• On the right side of the screen in the 
green ‘Resources’ box, click on ‘Calendar’.  

• On the Calendar page, filter by selecting 
the ‘Flower Show’ category in the purple box.  Then filter 
further by selecting ‘Zone XII’ and ‘Pasadena Garden 
Club’ from the ‘Zone/Club’ drop-down box.  

• Click on ‘Apply’ and the appropriate 
calendar page will show up.  You will see that the 
Pasadena Garden Club has listed their Flower Show - 
‘Reflections’ - on April 22-24.  Click on this listing and 
their Flower Show information page will appear.   

• Click on the Schedule for the show and 
either read it in Adobe format, or download and print it for reference and 
registration forms. 

How to find the ‘Yellow Book’, The GCA’s Flower Show & Judging Guide: 
• Go to the MEMBERS area on the GCA website. 
• Select ‘GCA Committee pages’ from the dropdown menu near the top 
• Click on ‘Flower Show’, then on ‘Yellow Book’. 
• Open the Yellow book screen, where you will be able to click on  ‘Download the 

Yellow Book’.  You will also have the option to download it in iBooks. 
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INVITATION 

2016 Behind Adobe Walls Home and Garden Tours 

July 19  and  July 26, 2016 

On July 19 and July 26, the Santa Fe Garden Club hosts its 77th annual Behind Adobe Walls  Home 
and Garden Tours.  Santa Fe’s most prestigious Home and Garden Tour features four different seldom-
seen private homes and gardens each week by guided bus tour.  The 2016 tours will feature several 
homes of historic and architectural significance in the Santa Fe community. Tour proceeds 
benefit the Santa Fe Garden Club’s local on-going education, beautification and conservation projects 
including the Santa Fe Botanical Garden and the New Mexico Museum of Art Courtyard Garden. 

 

Hours:  Bus departs from Hotel Santa Fe at 12:10 p.m., returning at 4:45 p.m. 

$75 per person, per tour 

Ticket & Information  Contact:   505-984-0022, 800-283-0122 or terry@westwindtravel.net 

 

 

 

We would love to see you all in 
Santa Fe for our home and 
garden tours……….Please 
know that you are welcome….   


