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Wednesday, April 6, 2016
Auction Work Day
Lisa Evans’ Home
455 South San Rafael Avenue
10:30 AM ~ Gather & Coffee
11 to12 ~ Gardening ~ Bring tools
12 to 1 ~ Sack lunch Meeting ~ Bring $ for scrip,
Auction names and payment;
Auction Beverage Contribution!
Regrets Only to Carlin

Barbara	
  Jameson	
  will	
  be	
  bringing	
  the	
  LARGE	
  gardening	
  
bags	
  to	
  the	
  April	
  meeting.	
  	
  	
  Please	
  bring	
  $15	
  to	
  pay	
  her	
  if	
  
you	
  signed	
  up	
  for	
  one.	
  	
  Let	
  Barbara	
  know	
  if	
  you	
  would	
  still	
  
like	
  one	
  if	
  you	
  didn’t	
  sign	
  up	
  before.	
  	
  

October 7
November 4
December 2
January 6
February 3
March 2
April 6
Auction PrepApril 18th & 19th
Auction - April 20th
– at Lisa Evans’
May 4
June 1

The next Board Meeting is
at 11:30 AM on Monday,
April 4th at Mary Blodgett’s
home. Please let Carlin
know if you would like to
attend.

*******************************************	
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2016 ELIZABETH ABERNATHY HULL AWARD
Thanks to the diligent efforts of Liz Gilfillan and the “team” she assembled, Mud
Baron of Muir Ranch will be receiving The Garden Club of America’s Elizabeth
Abernathy Hull Award which annually recognizes the outstanding achievements
of individuals furthering the early environmental education of children.	
  The
Scholarship Committee awarded both of Zone XII's two Hull applications: the
Diggers and The Garden Club of Denver submitted by Liz Walker. There were 7
awarded in total, so we were very fortunate to have such a good representation
in Zone XII. We plan to give Mud the award at an upcoming meeting.
Established in 1992, the Hull Award provides $1,000 to chosen recipients who honor Miss Hull’s
common sense approach to environmental awareness by inspiring children under 16 to appreciate
the beauty and fragility of our planet. Miss Hull (1900-1996) spent her early life in South Dakota and
Missouri. She moved to Ridgefield, Connecticut in 1936 and became an active member of the
Ridgefield Garden Club. Miss Hull credited her mother and grandmother with instilling in her a
concern for the environment and encouraging her to appreciate common-sense horticultural
practices long before they became nationally accepted	
  
When you see them, please thank Liz and the members of her team who either wrote seconding
letters, proofed the application, added their name to the application or facilitated her efforts: Susan
Kranwinkle, Annette Serrurier, Sally Miller, Mikala Rahn, Marilyn Brumder and especially Leelee
Doughty, our Zone XII Scholarship Liaison who guided the process.

OLD MILL
GO SEE IT FOR YOURSELF! (Since it is really hard to read in
this photo!) The 200th Anniversary Banner purchased by the
Diggers is hanging in front of the San Marino City Hall on the
corner of Huntington Drive and San Marino Avenue and will be
there until
October.
As you can
see, the
restoration
work is
progressing at
the Old Mill.
Eugenie or
Yvonne will be
working at the
Old Mill most
th
Tuesdays. Additional upcoming work days are Tuesday, March 15 and Friday, May 13th.
Please confirm with Yvonne if you are coming.
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NATIVE TOYON PLANTING
	
  

WE DID IT !

The Diggers successfully planted
26 gallon-sized pots of California
native Toyon in the South
Pasadena Nature Park with
Barbara Eisenstein on Saturday,
February 27th. These plants, which
we propagated and grew from fresh
seed collected in the Arroyo Seco in
the fall of 2014, are now growing in
the Arroyo again. A big thank you to
Marcia, Tracy, Kathy M, Sally M,
Ruth and Cathy T for helping. A
special thanks to Cathy T for
organizing the propagation, guiding us through the growing and figuring out where to
appropriately plant them!
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WINERY FIELD TRIP
Cindy Wenzlau graciously invited all Diggers and their
husbands to her beautiful vineyard in the Santa Rita Hills near
Lompoc for a tour, a tasting and lunch on May 14th. Diggers
are asked to think about carpooling, and whether to come up
Friday night or Saturday morning. A sign- up sheet will be
circulated at the April 6th Meeting.

DIGGERS GO ON AMAZON SMILE!
For all you Amazon shoppers out there, the Diggers Garden Club is
officially part of Amazon Smile. This will send 0.5% of our Amazon
purchases toward our little garden club.
The below link will take you to Amazon Smile, and automatically
have your purchases send credit to the Diggers. This WILL NOT
change your Amazon Prime settings, or any other feature on
Amazon.
Please start shopping! Thank you Susan Babcock for setting us up!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-3492429

NURSERY NEWS
San Gabriel Nursery, one of Southern California’s largest
nurseries — and the birthplace of Descanso Gardens’ first
signature collection — has some buzzing about the future of
what’s been a proud piece of San Gabriel’s history for just over
90 years.
The nearly 6-acre plot of land, located on San Gabriel
Boulevard at Grand Avenue, has drawn interest from real
estate investors and developers and the owners plan to sell.
The family intends to continue operating the retail side of the
business, which includes a 2-acre garden center and florist
shop adjacent to the property.
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/business/20160226/whya-piece-of-san-gabriel-history-is-likely-to-be-sold

GCA DATES
www.gcamerica.org
Shirley Meneice Horticultural
Conference, Seattle, WA
September 21-23, 2015
NAL Conservation
Conference, Washington, DC
February 22-25, 2016
GCA Annual Meeting
Minneapolis
May 19-23, 2016
Pasadena Garden Club
Flower Show
Pasadena Public Library
April 22- 24, 2016
Zone XII Meeting
Broadmoor GC, CO
June 21-23, 2016
GCA Bulletin Submissions
Nov 15 for Winter Issue
Feb 15 for Spring Issue
May 15 for Summer Issue
Aug 15 for Fall Issue
GCA eNews Submissions
10th of every month except
June
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HORTICULTURE	
  NEWS	
  
MARCH – Be a Style Maven
By Sally Harris, Horticulture Chair

Now that we have the soil in good shape, give some thought
to your anchor plants, shrubs and hardscape. This could
involve a little editing. Been staring at a plant you’ve never
liked or hasn’t been successful – yank it and toss it or give
it away. If you’ve been saving pics of gardens you like,
now’s the time to review them. Sit down; have a cup of tea
and indulge your senses. Get an idea of what direction you
want to go and then apply it to those age-old design principles as you fill in the blank spots.
Scale/porportion: Match to style of your house - masculine or bold to larger scale plants;
cottage more delicate; modern more sculptural, angular. Big yard= 7+ each plant Small yard=
3-5 each. Repetition: Try to carry a single color or plant around the garden for balance
Contrast: In texture - broad leaf next to delicate; vertical next to horizontal; dark next to
light; round next to strap; In color - opposite colors on the color wheel.
Start at the back (wall, fence, house) and move forward alternating these differences.
Buy/Plant
• Herbs, perennials, annuals, veggies
• Try mixing veggies and herbs with perennials.
• Parsley, chard and fennel look great with anything.
• Summer bulbs
• Sunflowers for the kids or the “kid in us”
Maintenance
• Thin fruit trees
• Wash aphids off roses with your hands
• Divide Cymbidiums to 3-5 bulbs but keep crowded in pot.
Prune
• All perennial and deciduous shrubs
• Tropicals if frost has passed
• Clip back lavender again
• Flowering shrubs/trees after bloom
• Perennial plants that bloom in summer
Fertilize
• Roses or anything you planted last month.
• Camellias with cottonseed after bloom
• Lawns- weed and feed
• Hellebores, Clematis with blood meal
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AUCTION UPDATE
Tips for Pots that Sell:
• Pairs or Groups of Three
• Trellises- wooden or metal
• Herb Gardens
• Unique or Old/Patina Containers
• Vacation Home Theme, especially nautical – whale, shell (but not TOO many)
Team Pots- Get together with your team to chip in to find a really special pot, climbing structure or
mature plant so we will have 4 fabulous pots for our Auction!
How to prepare a “Perfect” Diggers Pot
1. Begin with an appropriate pot (no chips or cracks).
- Consider overall design properties with respect to specific plants that you plan to use
(shape/color/size etc.).
2. Clean pot with steel wool or wire brush (though some moss may be appropriate).
- Sandpaper or Goo Gone® to remove price tag
- Vinegar and water remove mineral marks
3. Place screen over drainage hole (may be secured by glue first).
4. Fill approximately 2/3 of the container with a potting soil containing perlite. Cover with a soil
containing no perlite (such as Super Soil®).
5. Add Osmocote or similar slow release fertilizer.
6. Place plant in pot leaving 1” lip at top to avoid overflow when watering.
7. Water and fertilize.
8. Fill out tag in pencil or waterproof ink, including all the information that you can get and stake into
pot.
Botanical names of plants to include for Diggers Pots Do NOT use the Family name, which is
always in italics in the Sunset Western Garden Book.
always...........Genus (capitalized)
always........... species (lower case)
if listed........... variety (single quotes)
if listed........... Common Name
Example: Hedera canariensis ‘Variegata’
Variegated Algerian Ivy
Genus species
‘variety’
Common Name
Example container: hand carved wooden bowl, circa 1920 Italian terra cotta, 18” round, fluted edge
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Diggers joined the Pasadena
Garden Club
on their recent field trip to the
Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands
in Rancho Mirage!

NAL REPORT
Carlin and Marcia attended the NAL Conference in Washington DC in February where they
heard from 29 speakers over 2 days and met with
Senator Barbara Boxer and an aid from Senator Dianne
Feinstein’s office. The minutes from the conference will
be sent out separately; Marcia highlighted 3 points from
the conference at the March meeting:
1. The Clean Power Plan is in danger because
congress will call for congressional review, which will
then limit the EPA’s power to act.
2. Our National Parks are having a big 100-year
celebration, but their funding is being cut at a time
when traffic is increasing, stressing the parks with
increased emissions and pollution.
3. The Clean Water Rule corrects confusion in the
Clean Water Act.
Another point made numerous times is the fact colleges are
graduating fewer and fewer Botanists. If this trend continues,
we will face a severe shortage of trained Botanists.
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