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  December 2016  
 

Volume 12      Issue 4     2016-2017 
www.diggersgardenclub.com 

 

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 
Gwen Babcock’s ~ 1500 Park Place 

“Grow a Little Fruit Tree” 
Put away the pole picker and ladder!  

Our special January speaker, Ann Ralph, will show 
us pruning techniques to grow "Little Fruit Trees". 

You won't want to miss this!! 
10:30 AM ~ Gather  

11 to12 ~ Program 
12~ Sack Lunch Meeting. Bring $ for scrip! 

GUESTS WELCOME for Program Portion Only  
Regrets Only to Carlin 

 
 
            
	
  

 

October 5 
November 2 
Joint Meeting-November 15th 
December 7 
January 4 
February (date change) 8 
March 1 
April 5 
Auction Prep-April 24th & 25th 
Auction - April 26th  

– at The Old Mill 
May 3 
June 7 

 
October 19 
January 18 
March 15 
May 17 

 
 

Generally, Mondays 
preceding the General 
Meetings, the next one will 
be at 10:30 AM on Tuesday, 
January 3rd at Ruth’s home.  
Let Carlin know if you want 
to attend.    
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HORTICULTURE                                                 

December	
  -­‐	
  It’s	
  Time	
  to	
  Clean	
  up	
  Our	
  Act!	
  
	
  By	
  Sally	
  Harris,	
  Horticulture	
  Chair	
  

Now	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  all	
  pruned,	
  mulched	
  and	
  put	
  everything	
  away	
  
for	
  our	
  so-­‐called	
  winter,	
  it’s	
  time	
  to	
  tackle	
  our	
  neglected	
  tools.	
  	
  
Embarrassing,	
  it	
  took	
  me	
  about	
  an	
  hour	
  to	
  clean	
  my	
  poor	
  
clippers.	
  

First	
  clean	
  everything	
  with	
  alcohol	
  and	
  a	
  rag	
  or	
  steel	
  wool.	
  This	
  
will	
  also	
  sterilize	
  whatever	
  bacteria	
  has	
  amassed	
  from	
  touching	
  
other	
  plants.	
  	
  	
  

Next	
  choose	
  your	
  preferred	
  sharpening	
  tool:	
  emery	
  board,	
  nail	
  
board	
  (my	
  favorite)	
  or	
  the	
  pricier	
  version	
  from	
  a	
  nursery.	
  	
  On	
  
the	
  large	
  cutting	
  edge	
  only,	
  	
  swipe	
  4	
  or	
  5	
  times	
  maintaining	
  the	
  
same	
  bevel	
  angle.	
  

Finally	
  1	
  stroke	
  on	
  the	
  other	
  side	
  holding	
  file	
  level,	
  to	
  remove	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
any	
  burrs.	
  	
  	
  Since	
  the	
  alcohol	
  and	
  cleaned	
  away	
  all	
  existing	
  oil,	
  
squeeze	
  a	
  few	
  drops	
  of	
  oil	
  on	
  the	
  moving	
  parts.	
  

VOILA!	
  	
  	
  GOOD	
  AS	
  NEW!	
  
	
  

                	
  

 

 
GCA DATES 
www.gcamerica.org 
 
Shirley Meneice Horticultural 
Conference; Brooklyn, NY 
September 19-21, 2016 
Attended by Mary Blodgett 
and Clare Tayback 
 
NAL Conservation 
Conference; Washington, DC 
February 27 – Mar 2, 2017 
Will be attended by Marcia 
Albrecht and Yvonne Zaro 
 
2017 GCA Annual Meeting 
Baltimore 
May 4-6, 2017 
 
2018 GCA Annual Meeting 
San Francisco, CA 

  April 26-29, 2018 
 
  GCA Bulletin Submissions 
   Nov 15 for Winter Issue 
   Feb 15 for Spring Issue 
   May 15 for Summer Issue 
   Aug 15 for Fall Issue 
 
  GCA eNews Submissions 
  10th or every month except 
   June 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:      

ENDOWMENT:  Please get your donations to Ruth by 
December 29th if you would like it count for this calendar 
year.   
 
ROSTER CORRECTIONS/UPDATES: 
• Anne Neville’s new address: 

2212 El Molino Avenue, # M242 Altadena, CA  91001 
• Kate Morphy no longer has a Pasadena address in 

addition to her one in Goleta 
 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Proposal letters for new members were due to the 
President by December 15th.  Please see the 
Membership Procedures in the Roster for an 
explanation of the process and the Sponsor 
Responsibilities.  Contact Annie Fraser if you have any 
questions. 

 

GCA Annual Meeting in San Francisco, 
April 27-29, 2018 
 
 

This Zone XII hosted meeting will 
be here before we know it!  It will 
be held at the Hyatt Regency 
hotel on the SF waterfront across 
from the Ferry Building.  
 
Planning sessions are underway 
for everything from the nitty gritty 
of how to get people on buses to the glorious Awards Banquet.  

Plans for all the trips outside the hotel are nearing completion with outings scheduled to the 
GCA Redwood Grove, Napa, Filoli and various club project sites in the Bay Area, as well as a 
day in San Francisco itselfThe scarf design is almost complete and will be available for sale 
June 1, 2017. You can see the poppy logo above.   Poppies grow in all 7 Zone XII states! 
 
There will be numerous opportunities to volunteer; volunteer sign up will begin in May. 

 

 

OLD MILL WORKDAYS 

www.old-mill.org 

 
Eugenie & Yvonne are 
generally at the Old Mill 
TUESDAYS  from 9-11 
AM.  New members and 
their sponsors are asked to 
come help 1x/month, other 
members at least twice 
during the year. 
 
A few Fridays will be 
added during the year for 
those who can’t come on 
Tuesdays. 
 
There next Old Mill 
Workday is January 10th 
from 9-11 AM. 
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GARDEN TOUR IN SAVANNAH AND CHARLESTON 
Debby Smith asked we share information about the tour in the links below which she is 
hoping to go on herself.  She knows Eve quite well and believes she would be a 
wonderful  guide!  
 
“Explore the gardens of Savannah and Charleston this March 19-26.  The tour is hosted 
by the University of Washington Botanic Gardens in partnership with Earthbound 
Expeditions.  Below are a couple of links to the Savannah and Charleston Garden Tour. 
 
I would love to have you join us. It's going to be a fun and wonderfully memorable trip. 
Please share with your friends!” 
 
         From: Eve Rickenbaker <everickenbaker@yahoo.com> 
 
UWBG web site: 
https://botanicgardens.uw.edu/about/blog/2016/10/31/a-garden-connoisseurs-tour-of-
savannah-charleston 
 
Earthbound Expeditions: 
BEHIND THE GARDEN GATE SAVANNAH and CHARLESTON | Earthbound Expeditions 

 

VISITING GARDENS 

The GCA Visiting Gardens Committee plans trips both in the United States and abroad to 
educate members of GCA clubs in garden history and design, horticulture, and the 
environment. The committee also facilitates club member visits to the gardens of other GCA 
club members throughout the United States as well as the gardens of GCA international 
courtesy clubs. 

Current Visiting Gardens trips on the GCA Website are listed below.  To sign up for a Trip 
Interest List, send an email to gcainterestlists@gmail.com and include your name, email 
address, GCA club and zone, and the name of the trip.  General questions concerning 
Visiting Gardens or trip suggestions may be sent to: visitinggardens@gcamerica.org. (Please 
do not use this address for Interest Lists requests.) 

• Portugal: Quintas, Gardens and Azulejos, March 27-April 7, 2017  

• Nashville: Music City and Spring Gardens, April 23 - 28, 2017 
• Sweden: Midsummer Gardens & Castles, July 9-20, 2017  
• Scotland, July 21-28, 2018 

 


