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DIGGERS DIRT
The Dirt being dished the month…
General Meeting???

Nope … Gone for the summer!

Look ahead…
Oct 3
Nov 7
Dec 5
Jan 9 (*Note change)
Feb 6 (Joint Club Meeting)
Mar 6 (Auction Work Day)
Apr 3 (Auction)
May 8 (*Note change)

Board Meetings
Mondays preceding the
General Meeting at 10:30am.
Please let Cathy know if you
would like to attend.

From the President
Astronomically, June 21st is the first day of
summer (the summer solstice in the northern
hemisphere) but June 24th marks “midsummer” (traditionally the mid-point of the
summer growing season, halfway between
planting and harvest). Either way - the warm
days of summer are already upon us, and our
Diggers year 2017-18 has sped by!
My Heartfelt thanks to Programs Chair Mary for
educating and entertaining us this past year in
many wonderful ways. We learned about Urban
Beekeeping (and purchased Manhattan Beach
honey!), made and delivered over 80 Holiday
Greens arrangements, created our own ‘Pots et
Fleurs’ floral arrangements, were introduced to
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Mark Your Calendar
Upcoming GCA Dates

www.gcamerica.org
Shirley Meneice
Horticulture Conference
September 13-15th, 2018
Longwood Gardens
Kennett Square,
Pennsylvania
NAL Conservation
Conference
Washington, DC
Feb 25-28, 2019
GCA 2019 Annual
Meeting Boston, MA
May 16, 2019 - May 19,
2019
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the fascinating world of fungi through a talk by
master mycologist Florence Nishida, went on a
field trip to the Virginia Robinson Gardens,
enjoyed a presentation on South African bulbs by
Tom Glavitch and learned how to clean and care
for our garden tools from the manager of Plant
Production and Sales of the Huntington Botanical
Gardens. To top it all off, Horticulture Chair
Athena challenged us to grow a South African
bulb, Ledebouria cooperi, while teaching us about
prickly plant defenses in “Game of Thorns”.
Under the guidance of Auction Chairs “Sally &
Sally” our Annual Plant Auction and Sale was a big
success on a day of perfect weather at the Old
Mill. Many thanks go to Old Mill Chairs Ruth and
Nena for their careful oversight of the Old Mill
gardens (new DG pathways and mulch!) and
orchestrating our workdays. Everything was
perfection.
May your summer days be full of pleasure and
contentment.
✿ See you in the garden ✿

Cathy
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Diggers Annual Meeting, June 6, 2018

Judy McDonald welcomed us to her beautiful garden

Our GCA Annual Meeting Volunteers, with “the San Francisco Treat”
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Our wonderful Conservation Chair Sara
Each Digger received the bag Sara created for the GCA Annual Meeting, and paper
straws (no plastic!)

Programs Chair Mary offers a tantalizing

Tres Amigas - Cathy, Mary, Carlin

preview of next years programs

“Game of Thorns” winners

Carlin points out the armature on her Mammillaria
hahniana cactus to Hort Chair Athena. It won a prize
for “Best Defense” in Game of Thorns. (Spines)
Ruth won “Friendliest” for a cucumber stem/leaf
cutting. (Trichomes)
Cathy won for “most unusual” with a flowering
Echinopsis subdenudata, whose blooms last only
one day – and it bloomed for our meeting! (Spines)
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Conservation

Mrs. Nesbit waters wisely
Once again, we face a long hot summer with having had very little accumulative
winter rain – about 5 inches to date. Precipitation levels for our area are nearly 26%
below average. To learn more about Pasadena’s water waste restrictions and city
ordinance visit: https://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/water-and-power/wateringschedule/
and for San Marino visit: http://www.ci.san-marino.ca.us/
Pasadena Watering Restrictions:
April 1 to October 31: May water only on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday and must
be done before 9 am and after 6 p.m.
Exemptions:
- Landscape irrigation zones that exclusively use low flow drip type irrigation systems
where no emitter produces more than 2 gallons of water per hour.
- Watering or irrigating by use of a hand-held bucket or similar container, or a handheld hose equipped with a water shut-off nozzle or device.
- Watering for very short periods of time for the express purpose of adjusting or
repairing an irrigation system.
- Maintenance of trees as necessary to sustain their health and viability.
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- Maintenance of vegetation, including fruit trees and shrubs, intended for
consumption.
- Maintenance of landscape for fire protection.
*Pasadena Water System
Most of the water is imported from the Colorado River and Northern California, with
40% acquired from the local aquifer, the Raymond Basin.
https://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/water-and-power/water
San Marino Watering Restrictions:
April 1 to October 31: May water a maximum of three days a week. Odd numbered
addresses may do so on Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays; even numbered addresses
may do so on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. (Wednesday is a Citywide “No
Watering” day.)
Watering is prohibited between the hours of nine o’clock (9:00) A.M. and five o’clock
(5:00) P.M. except by use of a handheld bucket or similar container, a handheld hose
equipped with a positive self-closing water shutoff nozzle or device, or for very short
periods of time for the express purpose of adjusting or repairing an irrigation system.
*San Marino Water System
In 2017 the supply consisted of 90 percent local well water and 10 percent purchased
treated surface water from MWDSC. Sources of raw surface water are the Sacramento
River Delta and Colorado River. Water is conveyed to Southern California via the
California Aqueduct (also known as the State Water Project) and the Colorado River
Aqueduct.)
From the GCA Conservation Committee page under “Focus on Water How safe is your tap water? Enter your postal code and find out:
https://www.ewg.org/tapwater/#.WcpkwsiGM2w
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Civic Donations 2018

(Thank you letters from Valentine School Gardening Angels Program)
Congratulations Diggers! The thank you’s are pouring in! Your hard work
made our Annual Plant Auction and Sale a rousing success. Our club was
able to give generously to the following 15 local and national garden
related organizations: Arlington Garden, Arroyo and Foothills
Conservancy, Los Angeles Arboretum, Descanso Gardens, The GCA
Scholarship fund, Huntington Library & Botanical Gardens, National Parks
& Conservation Assoc., The Old Mill Foundation, Pasadena Beautiful
Foundation & Pasadena Beautiful Street Trees, Rancho Santa Ana
Botanical Garden, Save the Redwoods, Student Conservation Assoc.,
Valentine School Gardening Angels Program, and Theodore Payne
Foundation.

7

Volume 13 Issue 10

www.diggersgardenclub.com

June 26th ,2018

Horticulture

Keep vegetables picked often. Vegetables that aren't harvested soon enough will
produce a chemical that inhibits further blossoming. Check plants at least every other
day during the summer. (Don’t ignore the zucchini…!!!)
Harvest fruits and vegetables as early in the day as possible, especially if they are not
to be eaten that day or will be refrigerated. As soon as the sun hits the fruits or
vegetables, the pulp temperature begins to rise. Each 5 degrees of lower temperature
when the fruit is picked will extend shelf life for another 3 days.
Going to Seed … Is not a bad thing…

Especially if you are a poppy!
( Eschscholzia californica & Papaver atlanticum ‘Flore Pleno’)
As the weather warms up, don’t forget to collect dried seeds from pods and
spent bloom heads. We will again be packaging and sending the seed that you
gather to the Shirley Meneice Seed Share in September.
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New Nursery

For California native plants and succulents try:
Artemesia Nursery
5068 Valley Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90032
(323) 795-5515
Located south of Alhambra near the 10 and 710 freeways.

Visit a Public Garden
Arboreta and Botanic Gardens preserve and protect thousands of plants through
their collections, research and management of valuable taxa. Plant collections are the
heart of public gardens, which are also often rescue centers for rare and endangered
plant species. Botanic gardens make this all available to the public for our education
and enjoyment, improving the quality of life for us all! To find Public Gardens nearest
you, visit https://publicgardens.org. Scroll down under the Public Gardens tab to
open the Public Gardens Map, enter a city, and find public gardens within a 150 mile
radius of that location. Great for summer travel!

For your Summer reading pleasure
The Wild Trees by Richard Preston (Old growth forests;
a favorite of Louisa’s)
The Book of Seeds by Paul Smith (Former head of Kew’s
Millennium Seed bank)
How Plants Work by Linda Chalker-Scott (How & why
plants do the things they do)
Down the Garden Path by Beverly Nichols (Or any of his
garden books – look them up! So funny! You will love
them.)
The Last Castle by Denise Kiernan (The story of the
building of the Biltmore)
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