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DIGGERS DIRT
May/June SPECIAL EDITION: The Dirt being dished this month…

General Meeting:
10:30am Program (Unless
otherwise noted)
12:00 noon Meeting
June 5th Annual Meeting

“Every now and then I leave the
book on the seat and go and
have a refreshing potter among
my 9lower beds, from which I
return greatly bene9ited, and
with a more just conception of
what, in this world, is worth
bothering about, and what is
not.”
The Enchanted April, by Elizabeth von Arnim

Clare Tayback’s home 1877
McFarlane St San Marino

Look ahead…
Oct. 2 (Old Mill)
Nov 6
Dec 4
Jan 8 (*2nd Wednesday)
Feb 5
Mar 4
Apr 8 (Auction work day)
April 29 Auction Auction
May (Date TBD)
June 3 (Annual Meeting)

Board Meetings
Mondays preceding the General
Meeting at 10:30am. Please let
Liz know if you would like to
attend.

From the President
It is June, we have just had a perfection of a Diggers
Annual meeting, and I am feeling indolent. Perhaps it is
the five slices of cake (from five different Diggers homemade cakes) that I “tasted” (all delicious!!!)… Perhaps it
is knowing that there are 101 things I should be doing…
Perhaps it is just because it is June and the weather is
balmy. But – if one substitutes the word “book” for
“computer” in the above excerpt from The Enchanted
April, and inserts the word “potting shed” for “flower
beds”, then it becomes evident that I simply miss my
cacti, succulents and miniature pelargoniums. I think I
will go check on them.
We have had two glorious, jam-packed Diggers garden
club years! It has been a joy to serve you as President
during this time, alongside the best executive board
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one could ever have; Mary Blodgett (most wonderful VP
in the garden club world), Treasurer Yvonne Zaro (evercheerful, although she worked with numbers), Recording
Secretary Liz Gilfillan (our incoming President!) and
Past President Carlin McCarthy (counselor, advisor &
road trip companion).

Mark Your Calendar
Upcoming GCA Dates
www.gcamerica.org

Shirley Meneice
Horticulture Conference
Denver Botanic Gardens
Sept 10-12, 2019
NAL Conference
Washington, DC
Feb 23-26, 2019
2020 Zone XII Meeting
Tacoma, WA
Mar 25-27, 2020
GCA 2020 Annual
Meeting
Ashville, NC
May 3-6, 2020
Old Mill Workdays
(Summer Schedule)
Tues., June 18
Fri., July 19

Two years ago we began with the intention of
promoting the “benefits of association” with each other
in our club and with others in our GCA community
across the country – and we have certainly done all that!
With programs on Urban Beekeeping, Mushrooms,
South African Bulbs, Garden Tool Maintenance, City
Trees, Floral Design with Ikebana and Pots-et-Fleurs,
Tomatoes and Photography we have shared the benefits
of education at the club level. In addition, we hosted a
joint meeting of our three local GCA clubs featuring
speaker Dr. Ari Novy, a past GCA Scholarship recipient,
former Director of the US Botanic Garden and current
President of the San Diego Botanic Garden. Zone XII
Director Pam Green and Zone Chairman Liza Lilley also
attended.
Our club sent 13 delegates to several GCA national
conferences: the Shirley Meneice Horticultural
Conference, the National Affairs & Legislation
Conference and the Annual Meetings in SFO and
Boston, as well as the Zone Presidents Council Meeting.
Conservation Chair Sara Pelton kept us informed (and
entertained!) as we learned about promoting healthy
soils and gardens, diminishing our use of disposable
plastics, the powerful uses of coca cola (not as a
beverage), the growing benefits of “sea vegetables” for
food, recycling, learning about the GCA’s position
papers, advocacy for our environment and much more.
She also designed beautiful conservation-minded gift
bags for the Annual Meeting in SFO. Carlin McCarthy
undertook to solicit other Zone Clubs for donated items
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to fill the bags and organized our club volunteers to help with distribution at conference
check-in.
Hort Chairman Athena Wood challenged us to grow Ledebouria cooperii and Bromeliads.
We learned about the plant defenses of thorns, prickles and spines, and germinated seeds
brought back from the Shirley Meneice Horticulture Conference.
We were proud to have Annette Serrurier serve at the GCA national level as Zone Director
Liaison to Admissions, Archives and Library, as Vice-Chairman for Program and as a leader
in the Second Century Fund campaign.
Our Annual Plant Auction and Sale raised $65,000 over two years and we gave $37,000 in
Civic Donations. Our Endowment fund granted money to enable a complete redesign and
renovation of the Old Mill street frontage garden.
We logged many volunteer hours working in the gardens of the Old Mill, held two Ways &
Means club fundraisers and created over 160 Holiday greens basket arrangements to give
to community organizations at Christmas.
Sadly we lost three treasured members – Joan Banning, Anne Neville and Louisa Miller –
who must ever be remembered by this club for the joy and talent they brought and great
friendship they gave to us all.
We are blessed with six new members – Annie Babcock, Alfrida King, Adrienne Kriendler,
Angela Loewel, Marianne Lynch and Nancy McGowan. Talented ladies all and we couldn’t
be more thrilled!
Thank you to every club member for your enthusiasm, dedication, humor and hard work.
We accomplished so much these past two years and truly enjoyed many happy “benefits of
association” along the way.
Now - may you enjoy time in your garden this summer and find out just what, in this world,
is worth bothering about!

✿ See you in the garden ✿

Cathy
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May Meeting at Susan K’s

Gracious
hostess
Susan K

Guests Welcome …

But not trespassers!!
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May Speaker Anne Cutting & Program Chair Mary

Ann Cutting, a talented scientist, ceramicist and professor of photography, gave a
photography presentation to the Diggers in May at Susan Kranwinkle’s beautiful new
property overlooking the Rose Bowl and the San Gabriel mountains. Ann walked us
through equipment, the use of backgrounds, lighting, and quality of light. Who knew
the best place to take a photograph is three feet into your open garage on a grey
day? Ann also had all the Diggers playing with the lighting functions on their iPhones.
While Ann uses a variety of cameras, many of the photographs she showed us were
taken with her trusty iPhone.
Ann also brought a selection of her beautiful ceramics and a cookbook she just
published with Elissa Callow on “urban foraging.” The book is full of her beautiful
photography and secrets about where to find delicacies on the Eastside, our side of
town!
Check your email for Ann’s slide presentation, and
check out her photography at anncutting.com.
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Our New - and Newest - Members!

Alfrida and Angela

Adrienne, Marianne & Nancy
(Annie B not pictured)

Susan Kranwinkle’s
EASIEST COOKIE EVER
(as served at the May 8th meeting)
1 stick (8 oz) unsalted butter, room temp
3 oz cream cheese, room temp
1 cup sugar
2 tsp vanilla
1 cup flour
½ tsp salt
➤Heat oven to 350˚. Line two cookie sheets with parchment paper
➤Cream together the butter, cream cheese, sugar and vanilla for 3-5 minutes until light and fluffy.
➤Add flour and salt and mix well (but not too well) until the flour has been fully incorporated.
➤Use a 2 oz scooper (or big Tablespoon) to drop onto cookie sheets.
➤Bake for 11-12 minutes just until edges are slightly golden—don’t over bake you want them to be
soft in the center.
➤Makes about 22-24 cookies.
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**Variations:
“Sometime I put sanding sugar on the top before I bake the cookies.
Or, I melt a chocolate bar and smear on a little chocolate topping on the baked cookies.
Or I grate a little lemon rind in the cookie dough and then after baking make a quick icing of butter
and a drop of cream with powdered sugar and spread on the top. And, of course a bit of grated
lemon rind on top of that.”

Diggers Floral Arrangements for May & June
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Old Mill News

The City of San Marino has installed donated mason bee houses on the oak hillside at
the Old Mill in cooperation with a Huntington Middle School student who is working
on an exciting bee project. Other mason bee houses will be installed and monitored
in Lacy Park and along Old Mill Road between Huntington Dr. and Monterey Rd. The
student hopes native mason bees will be attracted to the boxes to build their nests.
Called “mason” bees because they use mud to make walls between their egg
chambers, mason bees are excellent pollinators (more effective than honeybees) and
rarely ever sting. These bees do not create colonies but are solitary. Each female is a
queen, makes her own nest chambers in hollow shelters the diameter of a pencil and
has a life span of 6 weeks. The eggs develop by August but hibernate until the
following spring. We hope these bees will be attracted to the California native and
Mediterranean plants we have in our gardens at the Old Mill, and we look forward to
learning the results of this Middle School student’s project!
Don’t forget The Old Mill Summer Concert series on Saturdays at 8 pm!
JUNE 29: Mann-Wen Lo String Quartet
JULY 20: Avanti Trio
AUGUST 17: Jazz! Group 5
Old Mill Foundation Member’s $20 each, or $50 for the series of 3 concerts.
Non-member price $24/ticket in advance; $30/ticket at the door.
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Diggers Annual Meeting at Clare’s
June 5th, 2019

Our Hostess Clare…

and her beautiful garden

Eugenie & Megan
Connie, Athena, Lisa & Carlin
Dorrie & Sally

Annette & Sally
Adrienne, Nancy & Yvonne
Gwen, Bette & Mimi
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Congratulations to our Award recipients Dorrie, Linda & Lisa

Dorrie received a GCA 50 Years of Service Award “ With
deep appreciation for her many years of dedication and
inspiration. Her leadership, wisdom and friendship have
enriched both our Club and our lives.”
Linda received a GCA Club Civic Improvement Award “In
recognition of her outstanding efforts within the club and
community to enhance, protect, and restore the local
environment and improve the community.”
Lisa received a GCA Club Communications Award “With
much appreciation for her beautiful and skillful efforts in
redesigning and creating our monthly club newsletter, the
Diggers Dirt.”
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Two winning Bromeliad “challenge “ plants
- with pups!

Gretl, Mary, Cathy & Carlin

New Diggers’ President Liz
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Horticulture
Poppies are Popping!

After abundant winter rains, golden Eschscholzia californica are already setting seed.
Collect those pods before they pop and disperse! We will again package and send
seed to this year’s Shirley Meneice Seed Share, along with any other seed you collect
from your gardens. Horticulture Chair Carlin along with her delegate Connie will
transport your bounty to Denver September 10-13. For further information, see “Seed
Share for SMHC” under the Shirley Meneice Conference tab on the Horticulture
Committee page. Stay tuned for news on a seed-collecting workshop later this
summer…

GCA News
Founders Fund Winner

Abrams Creek Wetlands Preserve was the
winner of this year’s Founders Fund Award of
$30,000, announced at the GCA Annual
Meeting in Boston. The runners-up (Sniff and
Savor Garden at Pittsburgh Botanic Garden
and the Jane Colden Native Woodland
Garden within Bear Mountain State Park in
New York) both received $10,000.
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Calcareous muck fens are important because their limestone bedrock creates a
distinctive water chemistry that harbors rare or endangered plants. Scientists suggest
that calcareous fens are the rarest of North American wetlands types.
Abrams
Creek Wetlands Preserve, one of these habitats, contains over 300 plant species, 20
state-rare and 2 found nowhere else in Virginia. Award money will be spent to prevent
invading trees from extinguishing this natural treasure and to provide visitor
education for future generations.

Upcoming GCA “On the Road” Programs

The 2019-2020 schedule offers programs in all twelve zones. Registration
will open three months before each program begins, starting July 1.
Members of the Board will share what is happening at the national level
at each of these brief and low-cost events OPEN TO ALL club members.
(This is an especially fun opportunity for new club members.) Spouses are
welcome.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

August 23 2019 - Lake Geneva, WI, Zone XI
August 27, 2019 - Berkshire Botanical Garden, MA, Zone I
September 20, 2019 - Pittsburgh Zoo and Aquarium, PA, Zone V
October 14, 2019 - Reeves-Reed Arboretum, NJ, Zone IV
October 29,2019 - The Future of the Redwood Forests, CA, Zone XII
January 20, 2020 - Fairchild Botanical Garden, FL, Zone VIII
March 16, 2020 - Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, CT, Zone II
April 30, 2020 - Crystal Bridges, AR, Zone IX
May 14, 2020 - Dumbarton Oaks, DC, Zone VI
May 15, 2020 - Wethersfield and Innisfree Gardens, NY, Zone III
June 7, 2020 - Oak Spring Garden Foundation, VA, Zone VII
June 25, 2020 - Ohio Governor’s Mansion, OH, Zone X
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For Your Summer Reading Pleasure…

Sprout Lands: Tending the Endless Gift of Trees
By William Bryant Logan
“…80% of trees in a broadleaf forest are not seedlings but sprouts from a pre-existing
stem.”
This fascinating book is about coppicing and pollarding, techniques for managing
forests that were once nearly universal, and are now almost completely forgotten. But
more than that, it is also a book about the active and intimate relationship between
trees and humans, and how man has shaped his world through the management of
trees for thousands of years. A fun summer read! Mr. Bryant is on the faculty of the
New York Botanical Garden. He is a certified arborist and the founder and president
of Urban Arborists, Inc., a Brooklyn-based tree company.
Elizabeth and her German Garden
By Elizabeth von Arnim (aka Mary Annette Beauchamp)
First published by Macmillan in 1898, this book was such a success that it was printed
twenty times in its first year and made a remarkable £ 10,000 for its author. A work of
fiction loosely base on the author’s early married life in Pomerania, this book it is witty,
irreverent and enjoyed a wide influence at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Gertrude Jekyll famously included a picture of Elizabeth in her own book
Children and Gardens (1908). Julian Fellowes made reference to this hugely popular
book in an episode of the period television drama Downton Abbey.
(FYI: Many of the books from Mary Annette Beauchamp’s private library are now
housed at the Huntington Library and can be viewed online.)

14

Volume 14 Issue 1

www.diggersgardenclub.com

June 14th 2019

Diggers Honored - Save the Date

Jane Herrmann and Gretl’s
husband Arnie are being
honored!
Please save the date ~
Sunday, September 8th
Los Angeles Arboretum

Final Thoughts…

“When gardening, I have one gift
You won't find in any manuals I know it's strange, but I can change
Perennials to annuals.”
-Dick Emmons
Wishing your perennials lots of love,
and have a wonderful summer!
XO ~ Cathy
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