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DIGGE

The Dirt being dished this monthE

General Meetings:

Unless otherwise noted all meetings will
be virtual. General meeting begins at
10:30am. An announcement will be
emailed one week prior with specific
timing of business and program.

No refreshments will be provided.

*denotes in person (optional) with protocol ~ “#%
of social distancing and masks.

May 5 - *Theodore Payne Foundation
Tour .
From the President
une 2 - Annual Meeting and lunch at

LizOs garden Dear Diggers!

Athena aptly described the April program Relief
Gardens: Finding Comfort Outdoors. Indeed,
touring our own gardens launched me into
feeling normal again. The early spring weather
was glorious and the six gardens provided such
sanctuary for us to see, engage and appreciate
one another in the natural spaces we call our
own. Thank you Judy, Mary Anne, Dorrie, Sally,
Cindy and Nena for sharing your treasured
gardens.

Of late, the Diggers are in the GCA news! This
link takes you to a stunning image by Sally
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Board Meeting

TBA!Junelat10:15am

Old Mill Workday

Bring your gloves, shovel
and clippers...
Thur, May. 20th 9-10:30am

Mark Your
Calendar

Upcoming GCA Dates

Www.gcamerica.org

Special GCA Virtual
Conferences

May 10-12
GCA Annual Meeting
Sept 22-23

Shirley Meneice
Conference

Virtual - Free to all
Nov 17

Conservation Study
Conference - Virtual -
Free to all

Dec 1

GCA On Demand -
Streaming - speaker
TBD - Free to all

S
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Miller taken on one of Susan KranwinkleOs day trips to
private gardens, a few years ago. https://
www.gcamerica.org/members:pages#slideshow. See ClareOs
update on Diggers at the Old Mill by clicking this link
https://www.gcamerica.org/members:showcases/details?
id=1013.

The many ways the Diggers have reached out to nurture
and grow our bonds with one another and the natural world
has enabled us to weather a challenging time. WeOve
stimulated the love of gardening and continued efforts to
protect the natives. Ruth and Angela gave such heart,
inspiring us to join them in tending the Old Mill gardens.
Athena found new ways to engage us on-screen with
informative and creative presenters. You all responded
generously when Alfrida and Athena enabled the holiday
baskets and boutique with strict protocols and when Connie
and Jeanette appealed for support after the Auction was
cancelled a second time. As a result, weOve learned more,
offered cheer during a dark holiday season, and continued
our civic support in the community.

Now we look to the future with two new members and a
new Board. New passion and fresh ideas are coming soon.
WeOve been strengthened by the challenges and are
fortified for the future. The fragrant Pittosporum, the
draping Wisteria blossoms, the brilliant pink Bougainvillea,
and the first blooms of my Cecile Bruner, Belle of Portugal
and Gold Medal roses emit the joy of new beginnings.

It has been a gift to serve as Diggers president these past
two years. My friendships with you and my garden continue
to sustain me. Thank you for sharing with me what matters
most to you. | take it to heart. | hope youOll be my guest for
the Annual Meeting on June 2nd, in my garden.

Warmly,

Loy
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The OIld Mill

We have a few exciting updates for you. First, we are thrilled to
announce that we are now allowed to have small gatherings
outdoors at the Mill. We would love to have a re-opening
celebration with the community. My hope is to plan the re-
opening for an evening in May.

Two weekends ago, we re-opened the Mill building at 25%
capacity, and the community seems to be very happy. Both
weekends we had a trickle of visitors throughout open hours. It
has been very nice to show our artwork and history once again.

| am starting to book events again. We have booked several
photography shoots so we have that income coming in.

Agave ! planted 20 years ago by Sally
-Kate Sinclair at the Old Mill Harris & Megan Phelps

Photography / Consolations of Nature

OMountain ArrangementO | A Desire to Stay
- submitted by Carlin Connected

The Healing Power of
Gardens: Oliver Sacks on
the Psychological and
Physiological
Consolations of Nature.

https://
www.brainpickings.org/

2019/05/27/oliver-sacks-
gardens/
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Garden History and Design

Spring has sprung! Two notable items from GH&D on the

GCA website this month: OLMITED ! i
‘ - -

First, in connection with the GCAOs ongoing celebration of “reraareene” | swcess
Frederick Law Olmsted(s 200th birthday,Olmsted200, the

GCA has compiled a list of fabulous books, films, social media, and speakers about the
father of American landscape architecture.

Second, check out AprilOs Featured Garden
which presents Zone IVOghristinaOs Garden
in Gladstone, NJ You will be delighted at

how this garden recipe for a New Jersey
dreamscape includes Olmsted design
principles in the mix.

And just for fun, check out this article from
the NYTimes about Spring visits to the
garden center, known in the industry as

Othe 100 days of hell,® which also has great
advice on strategic thinking now which will
benefit your garden all year!



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Osa3-hA89Bp3pXfL4h4NKJor6WjLni4KmeWv5qMAUNM/edit
https://www.gcamerica.org/members:news/get/id/3318
https://www.gcamerica.org/members:news/get/id/3318
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/21/realestate/visiting-a-garden-center-this-spring-be-strategic.html
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Horticulture

Spring Tasks in the Garden
The days are warming and getting longer, and your garden is calling to
you!

MAINTENANCE: Clean your tools and do irrigation maintenance, checking for
leaks, flushing sediment from filters and making sure drip emitters are dripping
properly. If you canOt get an emitter out, install a new one next to it.

Rejuvenate perennial herbs such as mint and sage by cutting back old or dead
growth on established plants, then fertilize and water them to stimulate new
growth. Plant new herbs in loose well-drained soil.

Add mulch as needed and fertilize lawns, trees and shrubs. On plants watered
by drip irrigation, apply granular or control-released fertilizer in holes drilled into
the soil around the plant so water will reach the fertilizer to dissolve it.

PEST CONTROL: Check plants for early signs of insect infestations, such as
aphids (look for distorted new growth and tiny often green

or black, insects) and spittle bugs (look for white foam on
the stems). Blast them off with water from the hose; you can
also use insecticidal soap for aphids. Check plants for snails
and slugs at night with a flashlight. Handpick and destroy, or
use organic bait (https://www.learningwithexperts.com/

gardening/blog/organic-slugs-snails-control ).

WEED CONTROL: PERENNIAL WEEDS, such as dandelions,
come up every spring. To control them, dig them out -
root and all. ANNUAL WEEDS are waiting for the right
conditions. There are thousands of weed seeds in most
garden soils. When the soil is disturbed for planting,
weed seeds are brought to the soil surface where light
and warmth allows them to germinate. Weed seeds can
also come in from compost or manures.



https://www.learningwithexperts.com/gardening/blog/organic-slugs-snails-control
https://www.learningwithexperts.com/gardening/blog/organic-slugs-snails-control
https://www.learningwithexperts.com/gardening/blog/organic-slugs-snails-control
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com

Volume 18 Issue 13 www.diggersgardenclub.com April/May, 2021

Here is a link to a good article about weed control by Charlie Nardozzi on the
National Gardening Association website: Control Annual Weeds - Garden.org .
He lists 10 approaches to dealing with weeds, including:
¥Don't Till B Tilling brings weed seeds to the soil surface to germinate.
¥Weed Early - Weeding early in the season means fewer problems later in
the growing season. Remove annual weeds before they reach 3 inches tall,
preferably on a sunny day, using a sharp-edged hoe, gently slice the weeds
just below the soil surface to kill them. The sun will help kill the weeds so
they don't resprout. Slicing the weeds less than 2 inches below the surface
will avoid bringing more weed seeds to the surface.
¥Add Organic Mulches — After weeding new plantings a few times, add an
organic mulch such as straw, pine straw, bark mulch, grass clippings from
untreated lawns, and chopped leaves which will keep the soil cool, moist,
and less weedy while adding organic matter to the soil as they break down.
Avoid using hay because it has weed seeds in it.
¥Don't Let Weeds Go to Seed - Weed plants can reproduce prolifically. If
you get behind in your weeding, at least cut them down to prevent weed
seeds from forming.
¥Eat Your Weeds!! D Since the definition of a weed is a plant growing in the
wrong place, remember that many weeds are edible and taste great. Harvest
lamb's quarters, purslane, and pigweed when they are young and add them
to salads. Mix chickweed in with basil and parsley to make pesto.

Spring Quote: If you are inclined to look for the meaning of life, get thee to a garden.
There are profound reasons why the garden is central in the sacred texts of major
religions. Since ancient times, the garden has been the place where the soul goes to
exercise, while simultaneously engaged in a multi'layered dance with earth, plants, s
birds, bees, hummingbirds, butter3ies, night and day, temperature, the faithful
earthworm, water, minerals, fragrance, a cast of thousands of microorganisms, our
stalwart friends the fungi, chlorophyll, nectar. | think of it as a ballet in the biosphere.
George Ball



https://garden.org/learn/articles/view/4017/?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=mail&utm_campaign=nl_2021-03-27%3chttps://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgarden.org%2Flearn%2Farticles%2Fview%2F4017%2F%3Futm_source%3Dnl%26utm_medium%3Dmail%26utm_campaign%3Dnl_2021-03-27&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd0b344a6915844b91a6308d8f84ccbbc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637532356063148357%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LPrur3XJofXKqeMGL5gTUJJYaXkjW2hKbab%2FD%2Fb8P5s%3D&reserved=0
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Diggers Garden Tours

Thank you to our lovely hostess’, Nena Brogan, Mary Anne Mielke, Dorrie Scully
Judy McDonald, Cindy Wenzlau, Sally Wenzlau and Liz Gilfillan, for sharing their
beautiful gardens with us - just spectacular!

NenaOs Garden
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Mary AnneOs Garden
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DonieOs Garden
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JudyOs Garden
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CindyOs Garden
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SallyOs Garden
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LizOs Garden
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