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From the President 

Dear Diggers, 
  
I had a wonderful time in chilly Paradise Valley, 
AZ where we were treated to garden tours, 
delicious  local dinners, and an interesting day 
of meetings organized by the Arizona 
Columbine Garden Club. The Zone XII 
Presidents Council did not disappoint! 
  
We gathered together and heard the results of 
the Gallup Leadership Strengths test that all the 
presidents completed. Each president and GCA 
rep also gave a 150 word report to encapsulate 
their take-away from their individual clubs.  Here 
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General Meetings:  

General meeting begins at 10:30am    
(Unless otherwise noted). 12:00 noon 

Meeting. Bring sack lunch. Invite guests 
when appropriate.                             

Look ahead…

Feb 21 - Joint Meeting - Dr. Paul Cox @ 
     The Valley Hunt Club - 9:00am 

Mar 1 -   Floral Workshop @ Sally M’s 

Apr 5 -     Work day @ Megan Foker’s 

Apr 16 - Plant Drop off @ Megan      
     Foker’s 

Apr 17 - Auction Set-Up 

Apr 18 - Auction Set-Up 

Apr 19 - AUCTION @ Megan Foker’s 

May 3 -  Diggers Mtg TBD 

Jun 7 -   Diggers Annual Mtg @ Lisa’s 

DIGGERS DIRT 
The Dirt being dished this month… 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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was my report: “Camaraderie: The definition of 
camaraderie is mutual respect, trust and friendship among 
people who spend a lot of time together.  It is with the 
women of the Diggers Garden Club in Pasadena that we 
find this special bond. We come together throughout the 
year to stimulate and share the knowledge and love of 
gardening. Our main effort and time together is spent 
preparing for our annual auction and plant sale. Everyone’s 
talents and gifts are used to plan the event, instruct new 
members, shop for pots and plants in groups, prep the 
plants and presentation tables, laugh and share stories 
together. This effort culminates into a successful day of 
plant sales, a lovely lunch and an efficient sendoff off of our 
guests; trunks loaded with potted gifts to enjoy and share 
for months and years to come. It is through this 
camaraderie that we find strength, support and friendship.” 
  
The afternoon session included a very educational talk on 
Generational Differences and how we entice young 
members while respecting the status of the older members 
in regards to interests, technology, mindset, and overall 
inclusion, equity and diversity.  We will definitely be looking 
into creating a strategic plan for our garden club in 2024. 
This will allow us to clarify our mission and vision in order to 
maintain a healthy and viable club. 
  
I hope to see many of your smiling faces at our annual Joint 
Meeting at the Valley Hunt Club on Tuesday, February 21st. 
Dr. Paul Cox has a wonderful presentation prepared for us. 
Just as a reminder, valet will be available. 
  
I look forward to this spring in Southern California since the 
recent rains will most definitely be spoiling us with an 
abundance of spring blooms! Have a wonderful Valentines! 

Off to pick weeds and plant dreams,  

Lisa
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Old Mill Workday 

Bring your gloves, shovel 
and clippers… check your 
email for available dates 

         
Mark Your Calendar  

Upcoming GCA Dates 

www.gcamerica.org

Feb 6-9, 2023 
GCA Judging Workshop- 
Virtual 
Feb 28, 2023 
Floral Design Conference  
- Virtual 
Mar 12-15, 2023 
NAL - in-person and 
hybrid             
May 21-24, 2023  
GCA Annual Mtg - Hybrid 

Board Meeting 

10:30 a.m. Monday’s 
preceding the General 
Meetings at Lisa’s home. 
Please let Lisa know if 
you would like to attend.

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
http://www.gcamerica.org
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February Program 

We had a wonderful meeting at Cathy Tosetti’s beautiful home 
and learned a lot about the 51 miles of the river that the 
FOLAR tend to. Our speaker, Mireya Valencia explained how 

FOLAR fights for policies that will benefit residents and wildlife. They offer many different 
opportunities to get involved. Their 
partnerships and initiatives bring 
entertainment, recreation, and 
innovation to the River’s shores and 
create value for our communities. 
Click the link to find out more 
information. https://folar.org/ 
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Cathy Tosetti at her 
beautiful home 
flanked by her 
vegetable garden.

https://folar.org/
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Floral Design - Workshop 

January workshop at Sally Miller’s 
home - arranging greens with Tillie. 
Her shop is called Southern Roots. 
She is incredibly talented and she 
has some fun workshops at her shop 
as well!  
https://www.southernrootsgifts.com/ 
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For those interested in knowing what greens 
were used at the “greenery arranging” 
workshop, here’s the list below…….happy 
arranging!! :)   

Ruscus 
Pittosporum tenuifolium ‘Garnetti’ 
Umbrella Fern 
Huckleberry 
Succulents 
Dianthus 
Acacia 

Tillie up top explaining 
how the magic happens. 
The crew in the middle & 
Megan and Cindy with 
their final arrangement.

https://www.southernrootsgifts.com/
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Annual Joint Garden Club Meeting - 2/21/23 

We look forward to hosting one of 
the greatest scientists of our time - 
Dr. Alan Cox. 

His talk, An Ethnobotanical 
Approach to the Tangle Diseases, 
will address some of the most 
challenging diseases of our time. 
ALS, Alzheimer’s, and Parkinson’s are 

characterized by misfiled proteins and tangles in the brain. Ethnobotanical research among 
villagers in Guam has led to a stunning new approach to stopping protein misfolding which 
promises new therapies to treat these most serious illnesses. 

Dr. Paul Alan Cox was awarded the Goldman Environmental Prize, also called “the Green 
Nobel” and was named one of TIME magazine’s eleven “Heroes of Medicine” for his 
discovery of new drugs from remote island villages. Based on a nomination from the 
Broadmoor Garden Club, Dr. Cox was sliced this year to become an Honorary Member of 
the GCA His research at the Brain Chemistry Labs in Jackson on Alzheimer’s disease was 
recently profiled in fortune magazine. 

We look forward to seeing you all at the Joint Meeting at the Valley Hunt Club on Tuesday, 
February 21st at 9:00am. If you have not already given your check for the brunch to Connie, 
please do so ASAP 
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Photography 

GCA Photography Conference

If you missed the recent online Photography Conference, you can still access the videos 
on their website.   
Here’s how: https://www.gcamerica.org/members/photography-conference-2023 

Log in to the GCA Members Area Home Page 
Click on Conferences & Events 
Click on Photography Conference 
Click on various speakers.  I highly recommend: 

- Sam Abell - a former National Geographic photographer.  He sometimes gets 
technical with composition etc, but you can also just enjoy his photography. 

- Mary Jo Hoffman - A photographer who has been photographing the three miles 
around her house for the past ten years.  Very inspiring and interesting. 

- Jim Richardson - Another National Geographic photographer who has taken up 
story telling with his iPhone!  Jim has shared a guide to iPhone photography in the Take 
Aways section.  Contact Sally M and I’ll forward it to you!   

— Sally Miller 
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https://www.gcamerica.org/members/photography-conference-2023
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Membership 

Letters were read for a potential new member at our last meeting. Please contact Page 
Halambos with your vote prior to the March meeting.   Thank you! 

Diggers, PLEASE continue to bring guests so that we can maintain a thriving garden club. It 
is critical that we bring in new members to help fill the shoes of those who have contributed 
so much of their time and are cycling off committee work. The December meeting is a great 
meeting to bring guests to! Contact Page if you have any questions regarding the 
membership requirements. 

The California Botanic 
Garden 

https://www.calbg.org 

Check out the California Botanic 
Garden newsletter regarding Bird 
Month, classes and events and 
garden news! 
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The Diggers Garden Club ladies,

Are experts with their spades and trowels,

They tend their gardens with such grace,

And love to see their plants take hold.

They spend their days out in the sun,

Weeding, watering, and planting seeds,

Their gardens are their pride and joy,

A place where they can let their green thumbs be freed.

But there's one thing they all agree,

That sometimes makes them scratch their heads,

And that's the pesky little pests,

That eat their flowers and their beds.

So they've tried every trick and tool,

To keep the bugs and slugs away,

From garlic sprays to marigolds,

And even the occasional scarecrow display.

But still, the critters find their way,

And munch on all their favorite plants,

So the ladies of the Diggers Club,

Have decided to take a stand.

They'll rally all their garden friends,

And come up with a grand plan,

To scare those pests right out of town,

And protect their precious garden land.

So here's to the Diggers Garden Club,

The ladies with the greenest thumbs,

Who won't let a few pesky bugs,

Spoil their gardening fun!

https://www.calbg.org
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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GCA Scholarship Bites - February 2023


Get to Know GCA Scholarships: 

The Garden Club of America Award in Coastal Wetlands 

Studies

 


The Garden Club of America Award in Coastal Wetlands Studies provides field work and 

research funding to graduate students whose work focuses on wetlands conservation. 

  

Get to know: The Garden Club of America Award in Coastal Wetlands Studies




Begun in 1966 by Mrs. Robert D. Sterling 

with Mrs. Avery Rockefeller, The Anne M. 

Rockefeller Fund was established to 

support Mrs. Rockefeller's work on the 

environmental education packet, The 

World Around You. In 1999, Mrs. Edward 

S. Elliman (Hortulus GC), daughter of 

Mrs. Rockefeller, sharpened the fund’s 

focus to concentrate on coastal wetlands 

research. The Rockefeller Environmental Education Fund is managed by the GCA. 

  

GCA annually provides $5,000 Coastal Wetlands Awards to one or more deserving 

students. Applicants must be enrolled in a graduate program in the US and must propose a 

field-based study in coastal wetlands in the US (defined as tidal or non-tidal wetlands within 

the coastal states, including the Great Lake states).  
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http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
https://www.gcamerica.org/scholarships/details/s/gca-award-in-coastal-wetlands-studies
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Applications are reviewed by a selection committee of practicing wetland scientists at 

Virginia Institute of Marine Science’s (CCRM). GCA’s Scholarship Committee selects the final 

award winners from the CCRM’s nominees.


Get to know: Virginia Institute of Marine Science at William & Mary 

  

The Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) has a three-part mission to conduct research 

in coastal ocean and estuarine science, educate students and citizens, and provide advisory 

service to policy makers, industry, and the public. VIMS provides these services to Virginia, 

the nation, and the world. Chartered in 1940, VIMS is currently among the largest marine 

research and education centers in the United States. 

GCA Conferences - Floral Design 

Click here for more information and to register for the the 2023 Floral Design 

Conference.https://www.gcamerica.org/members:calendar/ereventdetails/id/434 
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https://www.vims.edu/ccrm/outreach/gca/index.php
https://www.vims.edu/about/index.php
https://www.gcamerica.org/members:calendar/ereventdetails/id/434
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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GCA NAL Conference 

Click here for more information on the National Affairs and Legislation Conference. 

https://www.gcamerica.org/members:calendar/ereventdetails/id/419 
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https://www.gcamerica.org/members:calendar/ereventdetails/id/419
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