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From the President 

Dear Diggers, 

Our gathering in Connie’s garden for the 
Diggers annual meeting was a perfect ending to 
a year of educational programs and exciting 
field trips, successful auction days, and cheerful 
reflecting on our Diggers’ roots. Thank you to 
Connie for providing the venue and a delicious 
catered lunch, and to all the committee chairs 
and members who joined in making this year a 
special one. 

This year Diggers were able to distribute a 
significant amount of money to seventeen 
gardens, arboretums, foundations, and non-
profits which we support each year. It is the 
dedication and hard work of our members 
during our annual plant sale and auction days 
that make this possible. The letters of 
acknowledgment ask to share with Diggers their 
appreciation for our continued support.  

Sometimes a great idea comes out of a passing 
comment or thought. That was the case when a 
few Diggers weeding at the Old Mill decided to 
propose a project involving the Old Mill garden. 
Many of the beds contain invasive vinca, oaks 
need pruning, hand-crafted period benches and 
pathway edging need replacing. Visitors might 
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General Meetings:  

General meeting begins at 10:30am    
(Unless otherwise noted). 12:00 noon 

Meeting. Bring sack lunch. Invite guests 
when appropriate.                             

Look ahead…

Oct 2 - 	 Meeting and Workday @ Old 	
	 Mill 
Oct 4 -	 “Members Only” Dinner 
	 Old Mill to Honor DGC 
Oct 9 -	 Centennial Cocktail party @ 	
	 Old Mill 
Nov 6 -	 Diggers Meeting & Program 
	 	  
Dec 4 -	 Holiday Basket Workshop 

DIGGERS DIRT 
The Dirt being dished this month… 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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not notice these things, but Diggers spend a considerable 
amount of time at the Old Mill and have a keen sense of 
the garden’s potential. An idea was put forward by a small 
group of longtime members to prioritize long term projects 
that are Old Mill-centric and use Endowment Funds 
granted to the Old Mill Foundation to fund these projects. 

The Diggers Garden Club Endowment Fund, which has 
grown steadily over the past 30 years, is intended to 
provide a permanent source of funding to support 
educational, cultural and charitable activities of the Diggers 
Garden Club. Each year, the endowment committee 
endeavors to find community projects that are not only 
worthy of a grant but sustainable as well. The Old Mill 
garden is considered worthy of such a grant. We would be 
putting our money where our trowels are. Ruth has been 
appointed to head up a committee to establish a long-term 
plan and determine how this garden can reach its potential. 
With support from the Old Mill Foundation, Diggers 
endowment committee approval, and continued guidance 
from Old Mill Chairs, Adrienne and Nancy, the Old Mill 
Garden and Arboretum can be even more beautiful and 
inviting to our neighbors and friends. This is a wonderful 
idea, one that our entire membership can DIG! 

I wish you all a delightful summer filled with sun-kissed 
days, balmy nights, and special memory-making moments 
with family and friends. 

Cheers to 100 years! 

Athena 
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Old Mill Workday 

Bring your gloves, shovel 
and clippers… 

Mon. Sept 9th @ 	 	
	 9-10:30am 
Wed. Sept 25th @ 4-5:30 
	 Weed and Wine 

         
Mark Your Calendar  

Upcoming GCA Dates 

www.gcamerica.org

Nov 6, 2024 
Virtual Conservation 
Study Conference       

Board Meeting 

10:30 a.m. Monday’s 
preceding the General 
Meetings at Athena’s 
home. Please let Athena 
know if you would like to 
attend.

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
http://www.gcamerica.org
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The Old Mill 

Come visit the Old Mill and see old and make new friends.  There are lots of fun events on 
the calendar for the summer and early fall. 

Old Mill Upcoming Events 

	  
	 	 June 22nd - Music Under the Stars - The Westerns @ 7 - 9:00pm 
	 	 July 20th - Music Under the Stars - Robert Miskey Trio @ 7 - 9:00pm 
	 	 Aug 2nd - “First Fridays” Happy Hour 5 - 7:00pm 
	 	 Aug 17th - Music Under the Stars - Adam Levy and Rich Hinman 
	 	 Sept 6th - “First Fridays” Happy Hour 5 - 7:00pm 
	 	 Sept 22nd - Paint Out & Children’s Art Workshop 10 - 2pm 
	 	 Oct 4th - Members only Dinner to honor the Digger’s Garden Club 

Garden Club Of America 

GCA in the City 

GCA’s new young professional program is coming to San Francisco on Wednesday, 
September 18, 2024.  Tell any of your SF young working friends to come hear from Marine 
Ecology Professor, Brent Hughes about his amazing research discoveries on sea otters.  
Click the link below for more information! 

https://myemail-api.constantcontact.com/Save-The-Date--GCA-in-the-City-Debuts-in-San-
Francisco-September-18-5-30pm.html?soid=1102741445123&aid=PMkXotq3Kug 
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June Annual Meeting 
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Connie Harding was so gracious to host this years annual  

Digger luncheon. 

Sally Wenzlau - 55 Years of Service Award
Liz Gilfillan - Club Appreciation Award

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Angela and Athena were given a Club Civic 

Improvement Award for all their hard work to get the 

Old Mill a Level I Accreditation standing.

Susan, Liz, Tracy and Kathy enjoying the delicious lunch!

Eugenie, Sara, Catherine and Bette

Nancy, Adrienne, new member, Lisa Weithas and 

Annie

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Founder’s Corner - Gwen 

JESSIE JONES (MRS. W. W. PHILLIPS) 

Jessie Phillips was a widow and a landscape architect in 
Pasadena.  This is her house at 861 South Euclid 
Avenue. Her house is located just a few doors from my 
Montessori school, The Children’s House, located at 
693 S. Euclid.  It is still a Montessori School though its 
name has been changed to Aria.  Julia Child was also 
an alumna. 

I have been unable to find anything more about Jessie, 
except what the Diggers have in their records.  Being a 
landscape architect was a rarity for a woman in the 
1920s. 

In the News…. 

	 	 Do You Spend Enough Time in the Dirt? 

Scientists have long known that a little dirt can be good for 
you. Research has suggested that people who grow up on 
farms, for instance, have lower rates of Crohn’s disease, asthma 
and allergies, likely because of their exposure to a diverse array 
of microbes. Click the link below to read about how good dirt 
can be for you. 

https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.nytimes.com/

2024/04/22/learning/do-you-spend-enough-time-in-the-
dirt.html#:~:text=Scientists%20have%20long%20known%20that,a%20diverse%20array%20of%20microbes.&v
ed=2ahUKEwiw7M6Oi-uGAxUzN0QIHQpkCIwQFnoECBMQAw&usg=AOvVaw1c-jncrFVZ28eHt70VAdcT 
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Conservation - Carlin 

NEXTREX RECYCLING CHALLENGE 

TREX Challenge Summer Instructions: 

·      Collect and weigh your plastic 
·      Deliver to a collection site – see list and photo of a 

Vons site below. 
·      Take a photo and send it to Carlin.  I need the 

weight and proof of delivery to get credit. 

We are up to 106 pounds! 

CALIFORNIA COLLECTION SITES: 
Albertsons 
*Firestone Walker Brewing 
Food 4 Less 
Foods Co. 
Kohl’s 
*Plastic Beach 
Ralphs 
Safeway 
Savemart 
Sprouts Farmers Market 
Vons 
Winco 
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Horticulture - Alfrida King 

I was so proud to announce the winners for our annual challenge plant contest!  Some 
Verbena Lilacina “Paseo Rancho” did well, others not so well.  Thank you all for sticking 

with it for the year! 

And 1st place goes to Carlin McCarthy! 

Gwen was a close 2nd, followed by Sally Miller for 3rd and Catherine Coquillard coming in 
4th. 

“10 Perfect Pots” Cookbook - Yvonne 

The Fab Four Cookbook Committee has collected over half of the hundy we’re trying to 
compile. It would be great to get them all by the June luncheon. Backyard fence sitters, this 
is your chance to be published! Ideally emailed as an attachment in word, accepted as 
photo attachment, please forward your favorite delectables to Yvonne. We could use more 
of every category except cookies (but don’t mind expanding that to 2 categories if that’s 

the way the cookie crumbles ☺ ). 
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In other news….. 

Cindy and Bill Wenzlau traveled to Japan recently and shared some of their photos of moss 
gardens they visited. 

Happy Summer Everyone
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