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From the President 

Dear Diggers, 
  
I hope this issue of the Dirt finds you well rested 
and ready for another year of fun and learning. 
The evenings are cooling down and the urge to 
get back in the garden is returning. At our first 
meeting in October, we’ll have the opportunity 
to get down and dirty at our favorite community 
garden, the Old Mill garden. Did you know it’s 
been almost fifty years since this garden became 
our sole community project? 

I’ve been 
“digging” into 
Diggers 
history and 
found a list of 
programs 
presented in 
1974, our 
bicentennial 
year. It might 
interest you to 
know what 
Diggers were 
up to a half 
century ago. 
Speakers were 
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General Meetings:  
General meeting begins at 10:30am    

(Unless otherwise noted). 12:00 noon 
Meeting. Bring sack lunch. Invite guests 

when appropriate.                             

Look ahead…

Oct 2 -	 Old Mill Clean Up & Hort    	
	 Challenge Plant @ OM 
Oct 4 -	 “Members Only” Dinner @ Old 
	 Mill to Honor DGC 
Oct 9 -	 Centennial Celebration Party   	
	 @ Old Mill 
Nov 6 -	 LA Green Grounds, w/ 	 	
	 Florence Nishida @ Liz’s	                 
Dec 4 - 	Holiday Basket Workshop & 	
	 Boutique @ Gwen’s 
Jan 8 -	 Arroyos & Foothills 	 	
	 Conservancy w/ Tim Martinez 	
	 @ Ruth’s 
Feb 5 - 	 Floral Design @ Nena’s 
Feb 25 - Jt. Meeting w/ PGC & HPGC @ 
	 California Club 
Mar 5 -	 Nursery & Propagation Tour 	
	 by Frank Obregon @ 	 	
	 Descansco Gardens 
Apr 2 -	 Prep for Auction 
Apr 6-	 Plant Drop off @ Foker’s 
Apr 7-8 -Auction Set-Up 
Apr 9 -	 Auction and Plant Sale 
May 7-8 -DGC Trip to Pacific 	 	
	 Northwest 
June 4 -	Annual Meeting & Lunch @ 	
	 Debbe Booth’s 

DIGGERS DIRT 
The Dirt being dished this month… 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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invited to talk about growing vegetables at one meeting 
and shade plants at another. There was a conservation 
speaker and a succulent wreath workshop. The plant sale 
was held in Gretl’s garden, and of course, there was a 
bicentennial celebration dinner because Diggers can’t pass 
up an opportunity to celebrate their achievements. The 
meeting announcements made me laugh out loud and in 
all the photos you could see laughter and smiles. I learned 
that today’s Diggers are much like yesterdays… capable, 
independent, and forward-looking women, always ready to 
have a good time! 

The centennial committee is planning a beautiful evening 
at the Old Mill which will take place on October 9th. There 
will be delectable food and plenty of libations, while we 
enjoy shared memories and reflections on past decades. In 
November, Florence Nishida of LA Green Grounds will talk 
to Diggers about her grassroots organization dedicated to 
enabling LA residents to create their own edible gardens.  

Recently, I had the opportunity to ask a few Diggers why 
they wanted to become a Digger and what they like most 
about DGC. I heard the same things again and again: a 
sense of belonging to a community with shared interests; 
and the opportunity to learn while having fun. A newer 
member commented that all the Diggers have made her 
feel welcomed and comfortable to ask questions without 
being judged. She loves how willing everyone is to share 
their experiences and resources. I’m sure our newest 
members will receive the same reception this fall! 

Looking forward to seeing everyone in October! 

Cheers to 100 years! 

Athena 
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Old Mill Workday 

Bring your gloves, shovel 
and clippers… 

Mon. Sept 9th @ 	 	
9-10:30am 

Wed. Sept 25th @ 4-5:30 
	 Weed and Wine 

         
Mark Your Calendar  

Upcoming GCA Dates 

www.gcamerica.org

Sept 15-18, 2024                   
Shirley Meneice - 
Chicago  
Nov 6, 2024  
Conservation Study 
Conference - Virtual 
Jan 30, 2025                            
Photog Conf -Virtual 
Feb 11, 2025 
Floral Design Conference  
- Virtual 
Mar 23-26, 2025 
NAL - Washington D.C. 
Apr 10, 2025 
Garden History & Design 
Conference - Virtual       
Apr 27-29, 2025  
GCA Annual Mtg - Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL 

Board Meeting 

10:30 a.m. Monday’s 
preceding the General 
Meetings at Athena’s 
home. Please let Athena 
know if you would like to 
attend.

http://www.gcamerica.org
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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The Old Mill 

The Old Mill had a very successful summer with Happy Hours and wonderful concerts. They 
hosted three “Music Under the Stars” summer concerts.  The first featured The Westerns.  
Next up was The Robert Miskey Trio performing in July.  Finally, August wrapped up the 
summer concert series with the Adam Levy and Rich Hinman. 

 

On October 4th they will host their 
annual Members Only Dinner party 
from 6-9pm. Diggers Garden Club 
will be honored for our contribution 
to the Old Mill garden.  Please 
consider attending in show of our 
support! 

Don’t forget….Old Mill Workdays 

Bring your gloves, shovel and clippers… 

Mon. Sept 9th @ 9-10:30am 

Wed. Sept 25th @ 4-5:30 
Weed and Wine 
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Garden Club Of America 

Please make sure to check the GCA Website often for an extraordinary 
range of information, educational videos, Zone information, awards, 
environmental updates, etc. https://www.gcamerica.org 

 

Join GCA, On the Road with the GCA 

To register and learn more about how you can join on of these amazing domestic and 
international trips with other GCA members, click the link below: 

https://www.gcamerica.org/members/visiting-gardens#On-the-Road-with-the-GCA 

Here are the forthcoming Visiting Gardens Trips: 

Morocco: May 7-17, 2025 

Cotswolds: June 8 –13, 2025 

Japan: November  9 -21, 2025 
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Cyanotype Photography Workshop 

Wednesday, October 2nd - Old Mill Garden 
Immediately following Digger’s Meeting 

Please RSVP to Athena 

Join Athena to learn how to create beautiful works of art inspired by nature. Using the 
process of cyanotype photography, you will create a set of gift tags with images of cuttings 
from the Old Mill garden. Please bring a flat container, about 9 x 11, to lay your tags in 
while they dry. 

What is Cyanotype? 

In 1842, Sir John Herschel used a 
paper coated with a solution of iron 
salts, sun exposure and a water wash 
to create the very first cyanotype - a 
white image on a deep blue 
background. Anna Atkins, a talented 
illustrator, used this method to 
produce what is known as the first 
photographic illustrated book 
Photographs of British Algae: 
Cyanotype Impressions, in 1843. The 
subject matter was perfect for the deep blue prints as it evoked the algae’s natural water-
based habitat. 

Cyanotype photography is a camera-less technique that involves laying an object on paper 
coated with a solution of iron salts before exposing it to UV light and washing with water to 
create stunning white and Prussian blue images. When ferric ammonium citrate is mixed 
with potassium ferricyanide, it becomes sensitive to UV light. These chemicals can be 
painted onto paper or fabric and left to dry in a dark room. Once dry, objects can be 
arranged onto the paper and placed in the sun. The UV rays react with the chemicals on the 
paper to create the cyan-blue background. 
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Horticulture - Alfrida 
 

On July 26th, Cathy Tosetti opened her wonderful garden 
and kitchen for a Seed Collecting Workshop.  About 
eight of us gathered, while it was still cool out, to collect 
native seeds from around her back garden.   

Once we all had at least a handful of seeds, we 
adjourned to the kitchen for cleaning and sorting.  Thank 
goodness Cathy had placed a piece of white paper out 
for each of us to use as our sorting/cleaning station.  We 
were easily able to remove the wheat from the chaff, as 
they say.  The coin envelopes were provided for us to put 
the seeds into.  Cathy also gave us labels and the 
instructions from the GCA web site to print out very 
official looking labels for the envelopes.  Once complete, 
the seed packets look very spiffy.  These seed packets 

will be going to the Shirley Meniece Horticultural conference in September to become a 
part of the seed sharing program. 

This was such a fun and educational morning!  If you have a chance to go to a seed 
collecting workshop, I highly recommend it.  It is hugely satisfying!  Thank you so much 
Cathy for a fantastic morning! 
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Conservation - Carlin 

NEXTREX RECYCLING CHALLENGE 

We are up to 141 pounds! Thank you to all of you who continued to submit collections over 
the summer! The big collection bin will reappear at the October meeting. 

Remember to: 

·      Collect and weigh your plastic 
·      Deliver to a collection site – see list and photo of a Vons site below. 
·      Take a photo and send it to Carlin.  They prefer horizontal photos. We need the 

weight and proof of delivery to get credit. 

 

CALIFORNIA COLLECTION SITES: 
Albertsons 
*Firestone Walker Brewing 
Food 4 Less 
Foods Co. 
Kohl’s 
*Plastic Beach 
Ralphs 
Safeway 
Savemart 
Sprouts Farmers Market 
Vons 
Winco 

Click on the link to see what you CAN recycle: https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/
w493_q2_sp21_0_trex-recycling-posterpdf.pdf 

This link to see what you CAN NOT Recycle under the Trex program:  
https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/20220811141301_9_jsfwd_493_q2_1.pdf 
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Founder’s Corner - Gwen 

MARGUERITE GRAY 

1880 - 1947 

636 S. Hudson Avenue, Pasadena, the home of Marguerite Gray 

As for the last founding member of the Diggers, I have been unable to find 
anything on Marguerite Gray except the hint that she might have been called Daisy. 
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Centennial News 
 

Put on your Party Dress. Look 
forward to an evening of Diggers 
celebrating the past 100 Years with 
memories from the past and a look 
towards the future! It won’t be a 
party without every Diggers member, 
so please mark your calendar & join 
the fun!  
RSVP to Lisa Evans if you haven't 
already! 

Historical Archives 

A Toast To the Diggers on their 50th Anniversary 

Written by Louis Winchester “Winch” Jones, husband of Diggers member Helen Jones 

Two score and ten years ago, seven charming ladies brought forth in this city a new garden 
club, conceived in self-confidence and dedicated to the principal that no other club ever 
had been or ever would be created equal. That this was no idle boast has been amply 
demonstrated by them and by their successors who for three generations have proven that 
for the Diggers, this was really a rather modest claim. Their success results from an 
extraordinary combination of hard work and whimsy and from strict adherence to two basic 
tenets: First, that, like Alice in Wonderland, the smaller you are the more fun you have; and 
second, if it grows but doesn’t talk, sell it.  

And so, Lady Diggers, here’s to you on your fiftieth. May Hortus, God of gardens, be ever 
with you. May you be all thumbs and may all your thumbs be green. 

9

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com


Volume 22 Issue 1 www.diggersgardenclub.com September 15, 2024 

Meet our New Members 

 

Meet Kelly Dunn… 

Beautiful, well loved gardens have had a true influence on 
me throughout my life. 

My paternal grandmother was an Indiana farm girl.  
Transported to California in the 1910’s, she cared for her 
fruit trees, grape arbor, vegetable garden and flower beds 
her entire life (often with me in tow).  There was even a brief 
propagation of hops and beer making during Prohibition.  
My New Zealand maternal grandfather proudly oversaw a 
spectacular hydrangea garden and lawn which led out to 
the sea.  My father viewed his multiple rose beds with focus 

and attention while my mother more casually generated pot after pot of beautiful orchids. 

As a young teenager I took charge of the summer planting and gardening at the beach and 
in my twenties I became the florist for The Chronicle and La Caron restaurants in Pasadena. 

I worked as an event designer for Town and Country Event Rentals for many years.  This 
included design, execution and maintenance for all their retail locations as well as staging 
events and trade shows around the country.  In the interim, I’ve created and produced 
countless floral arrangements for parties, weddings, benefits and funerals. 

Inspired by a visit to a Pasadena showcase house in the 1990’s, floriculture and gardening 
has proven to be a truly gratifying and satisfactory pursuit.  On the home front, I removed 
our front green lawn and replaced it with my active, raided vegetable garden. 

I look forward to joining The Diggers, for both the comradely and its wealth of shared 
knowledge. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Meet Amy Gordon Kessel… 

I was born in Madrid, Spain (my father was stationed there), and spent many summers in 
Spain after moving back to Virginia, including two summers studying in Salamanca in high 
school and college.  I loved the Mediterranean landscapes there that are so similar to 
California.  I grew up in Alexandria, Virginia from the age of five on.  Virginia is a beautiful, 
green state with gorgeous gardens, and my mother is and was a wonderful gardener.  Our 
yard was filled with azaleas, peonies, tulips, dogwood, hostas, weeping willow, crabapples, 
boxwood, hydrangeas, you name it.  Mom had roses too (but the weather really didn’t treat 
them well with brown spot, root rot, and freezing cold causing havoc!) 
  
I grew up swimming competitively, playing the violin, skiing, sailing, traveling and having a 
wonderful childhood.  I attended Amherst College and Georgetown Law School.  I moved 
to Pasadena for a law firm job and for a few years lived with my aunt and uncle (a Dean at 
USC Med school) in a great old house on San Rafael with a 
huge garden. 
  
I worked at the law firm for a few years, where I met my 
husband Bart, who is also a lawyer.  I practiced law as a 
general counsel for most of my career and am now retired, I 
guess! I have two lovely daughters, Carlin and Chloe, and 
hope that they have inherited the love of gardening as well. 
  
Finally, I’ve practiced gardening in my own yard of course (I 
have a lot of roses!!), but am so excited to learn from the 
fantastic ladies in the Diggers! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Meet Lisa Wines Weithas… 

Thank you for welcoming me into the Diggers Garden Club!  I 
look forward to getting to know everyone better, enhancing 
my knowledge of plants, and getting down and dirty 
perfecting the ten perfect pots! 
  
I’ve been a resident of Pasadena most of my life. I was born at 
the Huntington Memorial Hospital, and was raised in San 
Marino, attending San Marino schools. I ended up getting my 
degree in Visual Merchandising and Space Design from FIDM 
in downtown Los Angeles. After getting married, my husband 
and I moved to Virginia Beach, VA for four years, then 
returned to Pasadena. For the past 17 years, we have been 

part owners of a local eatery where I can put my talents to 
work, merchandising our store with all sorts of goodies. 
  
I have always been one to do a lot of the work in our yard- planting, transplanting, 
trimming, weeding, mulching. My parents often got their yard work done on weekends, 
where I learned a lot by helping them out. While in Virginia, with the help of the humid 
climate, I had the most beautiful garden, full of vegetables, herbs and flowers. Gardening is 
one of my favorite pastimes, as well as being therapeutic!  
  
Witnessing the hard work and talent of the Diggers members has me very excited to jump 
in and join the fun! 

Field Trip - ????? 

Ruth and Kathy are working on an exciting field trip for November….date and details to be 
presented at the October meeting.
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