
Volume 22 Issue 3 www.diggersgardenclub.com November 20, 2024 

 

From the President 

Dear Diggers, 
  
I can hardly believe 
Thanksgiving is right around the corner, and 
Christmas just four weeks after that! As the 
holiday season kicks into high gear, I hope you 
find moments to pause, relax, and enjoy the true 
gifts of the season…like these beautiful 
persimmons that continue to bring joy to me 
year after year. 

We were welcomed into Liz’s beautiful home this 
month for an inspiring talk by Florence Nishida. 
As the executive director of LA Green Grounds, 
she shared the impact of her Dig-Ins program, 
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General Meetings:  
General meeting begins at 10:30am    

(Unless otherwise noted). 12:00 noon 
Meeting. Bring sack lunch. Invite guests 

when appropriate.                             

Look ahead…

Dec 4 - 	Holiday Basket Workshop & 
	 Boutique @ Gwen’s 
Jan 8 -	 Arroyos & Foothills 	 	
	 Conservancy w/ Tim 	 	
	 Martinez @ Ruth’s 
Jan 29 -Field Trip to Huntington 	
	 Library, Shoya House Tour 
Feb 5 - 	Floral Design @ Nena’s 
Feb 25 - Jt. Meeting w/ PGC & 	
	 HPGC @ California Club 
Mar 5 -	Nursery & Propagation Tour 
	 by Frank Obregon @ 	 	
	 Descansco Gardens 
Apr 2 -	Prep for Auction 
Apr 6 -	Plant Drop off @ Foker’s 
Apr 7-8 -Auction Set-Up 
Apr 9 -	Auction and Plant Sale 
May 7-8 -DGC Trip to Pacific 	 	
	 Northwest 
June 4 -Annual Meeting & Lunch @ 	
	 Debbe Booth’s 

DIGGERS DIRT 
The Dirt being dished this month… 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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which has transformed 
several South Los 
Angeles lawns into 
edible gardens. Through 
this initiative, many have 
learned the power of 
gardening. I have no 
doubt that the youngest 
gardeners involved will 
carry these lessons with 
them, planting their own 
gardens and nurturing 
their communities for 
years to come. 

In December, we will gather at Gwen’s home for our annual 
Holiday Basket Workshop and Diggers Boutique. This is my 
favorite meeting of the year. It’s fun to work together, 
creating festive greenery arrangements for several local 
facilities. These small acts of kindness brighten the season 
for individuals and families who could use a little extra 
holiday cheer. 

We were all encouraged (bribed) by Annie to bring 
something to sell at the boutique. I’m excited to see the 
wonderful variety of items on offer… perfect for hostess 
gifts, stocking stuffers, or just a little something to enjoy 
during those busy shopping days leading up to the 
holidays. Don’t forget, the money made at boutique is used 
to send Diggers representatives to educational GCA 
conferences throughout the year. I look forward to seeing 
all of you at Gwen’s! 

Wishing you a wonderful Thanksgiving filled with joy and 
cherished moments with loved ones. 

With warmth and gratitude, 

Athena 
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Old Mill Workday 

Bring your gloves, 
shovel and clippers… 

Mon. Nov 25th @ 
10:30am 

        
Mark Your Calendar  

Upcoming GCA Dates 

www.gcamerica.org

Feb 6, 2025                            
Photog Conf -Virtual 
Feb 11, 2025 
Floral Design Conference  
- Virtual 
Mar 23-26, 2025 
NAL - Washington D.C. 
Apr 10, 2025 
Garden History & Design 
Conference - Virtual       
Apr 27-29, 2025  
GCA Annual Mtg - Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL 

Board Meeting 

10:30 a.m. Monday’s 
preceding the General 
Meetings at Athena’s 
home. Please let Athena 
know if you would like to 
attend.

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
http://www.gcamerica.org
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November Meeting
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The Old Mill 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, December 7th 
FlowerTruckLA mobile 

Holiday flower market from 9:00 - 11:00 am 

FlowerTruckLA is a mobile flower market that sells freshly cut farm-to-table flowers. In the 
holiday season, they bring wreaths, garlands, and hundreds of flowers. Come stroll the Mill 

from 9 to 11 a.m. and take home some beautiful flowers! 
 

Sunday, December 8th 
Holiday Concert 

5:00 pm 

The La Canada High School Chamber Singers will perform a variety of traditional and 
contemporary Christmas music, along with several Hanukkah songs. We will have hot 

cocoa, cookies, and good cheer! This concert will last about 45 minutes. We hope you can 
make it—no tickets are necessary for this event. 
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Garden Club Of America 

 

The Photography Conference, 
February 6, 2025, is a virtual, 
mo-cost opportunity for club 
members who are interested in 
photography as it relates to the 
purpose, vision, mission and 
values of the GCA. Attendees 
will view stunning photography 
as they learn from nationally 
and internationally recognized 
photographers. 

Link… 

https://www.gcamerica.org/members:calendar/eventdetails/id/22458 

Please click on the image to the right to see the offerings of 
the 2024 Virtual Conservation Study Conference about the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.  It will make you want to go 
there, even if you have been there before! 

Find recordings from the conference, takeaways, and more 
information on the CSC event page on the GCA website. 
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Upcoming December Meeting 

Holiday Basket workshop and Boutique 
December 4th, 10:30 am at Gwen’s 

Calling all bakers, crafters, and shoppers…the Diggers favorite meeting of the year is 
December 4th where we gather to create holiday greenery arrangements for the community 
and shop at the Diggers boutique! Looking forward to seeing everyone there, with bells on! 

Guests are welcome! 
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Founder’s Corner - Gwen 

SUSANNA BRYANT DAKIN (MRS. RICHARD DAKIN) 

(1905 – 1966) 

Susanna was born in Los Angeles, the daughter of Dr. Ernest Albert Bryant and 
Susanna Bixby Bryant. Her mother had developed a botanic garden on the family’s ranch, 
the Rancho Santa Ana in Orange County to preserve California’s native flora.  It was moved 
to Claremont, California after the war and now is known as the California Botanic Garden. 

Susanna joined the Diggers in 1938 and was a member until her untimely death in 
a plane accident in 1966. 

From a Los Angeles County Arboretum publication: 

In celebration of Women’s History Month in March, we honored Susanna Bryant Dakin 
(1905-1966), one of the original members of the California Arboretum Foundation Inc., 
which created the Los Angeles Arboretum in 1947.  Recognizing the enduring historical 
importance of the Queen Anne Cottage, she led the drive to restore the grand house built 
by Elias J. “Lucky” Baldwin on his ranch in 1886. In the late 1880s, the Cottage on Baldwin 
Lake was one of the showpieces of Southern California. 
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The dwelling had been vacant since Baldwin’s death in 1909 and was in extreme decline. 
After his death, the doors, stained glass windows, floor tiles in the entrance hall and marble 
facing for the fireplaces had been removed by his family, crated, and stored in the nearby 
Coach Barn. Below is a photo of the Queen Anne Cottage on Baldwin Lake in 1887. 

In 1949, at the urging of Mrs. Dakin, an historian and author of several books including A 
Scotch Paisano: Hugo Reid’s Life in California, 1832-1852, a Historical Committee was 
established to plan the restoration, raise funds, and oversee the cottage project.  As 
chairman, she recruited an all-star committee roster of historians, planners, designers, and 
other interested citizens–each selected for his or her special knowledge and willingness to 
assist in the project. 

The committee raised and spent more than $60,000 to restore and refurnish the original 
Cottage, some $15,000 more than Baldwin had spent for the original construction. No 
detail was too small. The upper walls and ceilings of the rooms had retained enough of 
their original paint to make an accurate interior restoration possible. Original color schemes 
for each room were determined from the stained-glass windows. (Later the interior was 
repainted in pastel tones, which are not historically accurate.) Below the Cottage in 
disrepair. 

The pattern for refitting the entry encaustic tiles proved a challenge worthy of a jig-saw 
puzzle. During the initial phase of the cottage restoration, the cement pads on which the 
tiles were originally laid had been removed and sent to the dump. Then someone realized 
the there was a pattern in the discarded cement. A search party raced to the dump and 
recovered a full quarter section and from this the tile pattern was pieced together perfectly. 

On the afternoon of May 18, 1954, Samuel Ayres Jr., who originated the idea to create the 
Arboretum, presided over dedication ceremonies of the restored Cottage. State Historian 
Aubrey Neasham dedicated the cottage as California Historical Landmark #367. Mrs. Dakin 
and other distinguished guests assembled outside the gleaming red and white cottage. 

The exceptional way the Queen Anne Collage was restored led to the decision by the State 
to undertake the restoration of the Coach Barn and Hugo Reid Adobe (as it was then 
known). Mrs. Dakin helped to secure favorable action on a bill to provide funds to restore 
the Barn and Adobe. In 1980, the Cottage and Barn were added to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Mrs. Dakin’s interest in history extended far beyond the Arboretum and reflected her 
family’s longstanding commitment to California.  Mrs. Dakin was a fellow of the California 
History Society and a founding sponsor of the Friends of the Library organization. She also 
was involved in the Friends of the Bancroft Library, the Society of Asian Art, the American 

￼8

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com


Volume 22 Issue 3 www.diggersgardenclub.com November 20, 2024 

Field Service, Scripps College, and Marin Country Day School. Her mother Susanna Bixby 
Bryant founded Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, now known as the California Botanic 
Garden, in 1927 to preserve California native flora. 

Mrs. Dakin was killed in a 1966 plane crash in Mexico. In memoriam to her, F. Harold Roach, 
president of the California Arboretum Foundation, wrote, “For the Arboretum and the 
California Arboretum Foundation, her passing leaves a void, which can never be restored. 
Susanna Bryant Dakin was one of the prime movers in the drive to preserve the historic 
Lucky Baldwin estate and to develop it as an Arboretum…While her interests and concerns 
were wide, extending into many fields, one felt as though the Arboretum was ever in her 
thoughts. We have lost a great patron of the arts, a respected historian, and a great 
humanitarian.” 

We celebrate Susanna Bryant Dakin’s preservation of our Historic Core. She is forever in our 
hearts at the Arboretum. 

Susanna is buried with her husband and father and mother in the San Gabriel Cemetery. 
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Conservation - Carlin 

REDUCE FOOD WASTE! 
DONATE YOUR PUMPKINS TO FARM ANIMALS! 

Take your leftover pumpkins to 1845 Hope Street in 
South Pasadena. 

They are collecting up until November 30th. 

No cut, painted, or rotting pumpkins please.  

Note their herb garden tub in their city strip - our recent 
speaker, Florence Nishida,  would be proud! 
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More Conservation - Carlin 

Understanding Where Garbage Goes 

(Excerpted from an article by Gemma Alexander in Earth911.  Go to https://earth911.com/
business-policy/understanding-where-garbage-goes/ for the complete article and others in 
the five-part series that explores what happens to the tons of materials we discard.) 

￼  
Garbage, trash, rubbish, waste - The recycling industry calls it “municipal solid waste,” or 
MSW. Even the most efficient household still generates some waste. 

Where does that garbage go?   Recycling rates vary widely throughout the US. In 2018, 
32.1% of the MSW was recycled, including composting. The remaining 67.9% was disposed 
of as garbage.  In the U.S., there are two primary methods of garbage disposal - landfilling 
and incineration. Each method has a significant long-term impact on the environment. 

Landfill Disposal - In 2018, 50% of MSW was sent to landfills. Today that number is 
probably higher, as many communities reduced or eliminated recycling programs when 
China changed its policy at the beginning of 2018. The Chinese ban on foreign recyclables 
completely disrupted the U.S. recycling system and served as a wake-up call on overdue 
system improvements 

Most of the U.S. resorts to landfilling. A landfill is not the same thing as a dump. A landfill 
isolates waste from the environment until it is safe. Landfills must meet the criteria for 
hydrogeological separation of waste and for the long-term management and restoration of 
the site. Any waste site that does not meet these criteria is a dump.  There is a risk that 
landfills active today could develop leaks in the future, and thousands of old landfills 
continue to leach chemicals into nearby soils. Older and even many newer landfills release 
landfill gas, the third-largest source of human-related methane emissions in the United 
States. 

Dumps proliferated in the U.S. throughout the mid-20th century. The Solid Waste Disposal 
Act of 1965 created a federal office to manage trash, and by the mid-1970s, states had 
established waste management regulations. 
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Incineration disposes of only 11.8% of the country’s MSW. The process has changed a lot 
over time, so that the environmental impacts can vary widely depending on the local 
system. The earliest incinerators were just large furnaces that reduced the volume of waste 
before sending ashes and incompletely burned waste to a dump. The 1970 Clean Air Act 
(CAA) banned the uncontrolled burning of MSW and placed restrictions on particulate 
emissions, requiring existing incinerators to install new technology or cease operations. 

￼
Today, air quality standards require much cleaner emissions from the combustion of MSW, 
and heat released from burning is usually used to produce electricity. The waste 
management industry usually calls incineration “waste-to-energy,” or WTE, to emphasize 
how much this method of disposal has evolved from 20th-century practices. 

Emerging Technology -In time, numerous promising technologies may replace landfilling 
and WTE. However, none of these or other emerging technologies can handle the entire 
MSW-stream for whole communities — yet. 
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NexTrex Update - Carlin 

NEXTREX RECYCLING CHALLENGE 

We are up to 170 pounds! Thank you to all of you who continued to submit collections over 
the summer! The big collection bin will reappear at the October meeting. 

Remember to: 

·      Collect and weigh your plastic 
·      Deliver to a collection site – see list and photo of a Vons site below. 
·      Take a photo and send it to Carlin.  They prefer horizontal photos. We need the 

weight and proof of delivery to get credit. 

 

CALIFORNIA COLLECTION SITES: 
Albertsons 
*Firestone Walker Brewing 
Food 4 Less 
Foods Co. 
Kohl’s 
*Plastic Beach 
Ralphs 
Safeway 
Savemart 
Sprouts Farmers Market 
Vons 
Winco 

Click on the link to see what you CAN recycle: https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/
w493_q2_sp21_0_trex-recycling-posterpdf.pdf 

This link to see what you CAN NOT Recycle under the Trex program:  
https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/20220811141301_9_jsfwd_493_q2_1.pdf 
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Diggers Garden Club 2023-2024 Album

Thanks to all of you who ordered a copy of our 
Centennial Photo Album.  I will be bringing the 
books to the December meeting.  If you did 
not order a copy, you can click on the image to 
order. 

  
The 2023-2024 Annual Book is also available to order with this link: 

  

If you have any questions or need help ordering, please contact Sally Miller.   
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Field Trip - Huntington Library 

Attention all Diggers!!!!  Ruth and Kathy have put together a field trip, planned for January 
29th, 2025.  We will be touring the Shoya House and Camellia collection at the Huntington.  
Tours will take place from 10 - 11:30, followed by lunch at possibly at the new Asian 
restaurant, Jade Court. 

Please respond to Ruth via email to pasqualettorj@gmail.com for those interested in 
joining.  Please arrive by 9:45 prior to the tour.
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