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From the President 

Dear Diggers, 
  
It was that special time of 
year when Diggers came together at Gwen’s to 
create over 80 beautiful holiday arrangements 
for several local charitable organizations. These 
arrangements bring joy and holiday cheer to 
those who need it most. As always, our 
signature cheerful teamwork was evident as we 
worked side by side, clipping, arranging, 
adorning, and sharing holiday plans. 

Thanks to Annie and everyone who contributed 
to the success of our holiday boutique! Because 
of your generosity, we raised over $2500 this 
year! Whether you contributed or shopped, your 
support truly made a difference and will help to 
send more Diggers to educational conferences 
next year. 

In January we will gather at Ruth’s home to hear 
from Tim Martinez, Land Manager and 
Community Liaison for the Arroyos & Foothills 
Conservancy (AFC). Tim will share insight into 
AFC’s important work preserving land and 
restoring habitats in the San Gabriel Valley. 
Curious about how AFC differs from The One 
Arroyo Foundation? Join us at the meeting to 
learn more! 
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General Meetings:  
General meeting begins at 10:30am    

(Unless otherwise noted). 12:00 noon 
Meeting. Bring sack lunch. Invite guests 

when appropriate.                             

Look ahead…

Jan 8 -	 Arroyos & Foothills 	 	
	 Conservancy w/ Tim 	 	
	 Martinez @ Ruth’s 
Jan 29 -Field Trip to Huntington 	
	 Library, Shoya House Tour 
Feb 5 - 	Floral Design @ Nena’s 
Feb 18 - “Perfect Pot Demo” @ 
	 Ruth’s 
Feb 25 - Jt. Meeting w/ PGC & 	
	 HPGC @ California Club 
Mar 5 -	Nursery & Propagation Tour 
	 by Frank Obregon @ 	 	
	 Descansco Gardens 
Apr 2 -	Prep for Auction 
Apr 6 -	Plant Drop off @ Foker’s 
Apr 7-8 -Auction Set-Up 
Apr 9 -	Auction and Plant Sale 
May 7-8 -DGC Trip to Pacific 	 	
	 Northwest 
June 4 -Annual Meeting & Lunch @ 	
	 Debbe Booth’s 

DIGGERS DIRT 
The Dirt being dished this month… 

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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As the end of the year draws near, I find myself reflecting 
on the gifts of membership and the privilege of being part 
of this wonderful community of women. I am incredibly 
grateful for each of you-your kindness, generosity, and 
talent continually inspire me. 

Wishing you all a joyful holiday season and a bright start to 
the new year! 

Cheers to 100 years! 

Athena 
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Old Mill Workday 

Bring your gloves, 
shovel and clippers… 

Mon. Jan 13  
Mon. Jan 27 
9:00 - 10:30 

       
Mark Your Calendar  

Upcoming GCA Dates 

www.gcamerica.org

Feb 6, 2025                            
Photog Conf -Virtual 
Feb 11, 2025 
Floral Design Conference  
- Virtual 
Mar 23-26, 2025 
NAL - Washington D.C. 
Apr 10, 2025 
Garden History & Design 
Conference - Virtual       
Apr 27-29, 2025  
GCA Annual Mtg - Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL 

Board Meeting 

10:30 a.m. Monday’s 
preceding the General 
Meetings at Athena’s 
home. Please let Athena 
know if you would like to 
attend.

http://www.gcamerica.org
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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The Old Mill 

Upcoming Events 

January 16 - 5:50 - 7:30 pm 
Opening reception for their new exhibit, 

“Magnificent Miniatures” 

January 19 - 11:00 - 2:00 pm 
Paint-out with the California Art Club & 

Children’s Art Workshop 

***The Old Mill Building will be closed 
from 12/24 - 1/2.  The gardens will be 

open 8:00 - 6:00 pm through the 
holidays 

Garden Club Of America 

 

The Photography Conference, 
February 6, 2025, is a virtual, 
no-cost opportunity for club 
members who are interested in 
photography as it relates to the 
purpose, vision, mission and 
values of the GCA. Attendees 
will view stunning photography 
as they learn from nationally 
and internationally recognized 
photographers. 

Link… 

https://www.gcamerica.org/members:calendar/eventdetails/id/22458 
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Garden Club Of America 

GCA-Interchange Program 

Athena had the pleasure of hosting Libby Bettney, recent GCA interchange fellow, for 
dinner this month. Learn more about this program below and meet Libby… 

INTERNATIONAL WORK & STUDY The Garden Club 
of America and Royal Horticultural Society 
Interchange Fellowships Established in 1948, these 
two fellowships provide for a reciprocal exchange of 
British and American students in horticulture, 
landscape architecture, and related fields to study in 
each other’s country for one year. 

As the 2024–25 GCA Interchange Fellow, Bettney will 
work with knowledgeable horticulturists at Longwood 
Gardens to learn traditional and modern horticultural 
techniques. Bettney looks forward to the research 
and conservation work at Longwood Gardens as well 
as participating in the grand displays. 
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December Meeting
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What a beautiful day to make our holiday baskets at Gwen’s! 

Thank you once again Gwen!

Susan and Sally taking a break
A masterful arrangement

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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The fruits of our labor

Cindy & Megan hard at work

Sally, Annette and Susan catching up!

Annie’s very successful boutique

http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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January 2025 Upcoming Meeting

Tim Martinez, the Land Manager & Community Liaison of the Arroyos & Foothills 
Conservancy will be our January speaker at Ruth’s house. 

 
The Arroyos & Foothills Conservancy is 
one of the organizations we support each 
year. It preserves land and restores 
habitat in and around the San Gabriel and 
Crescents Valleys, protecting natural areas 
for birds and wildlife and providing access 
and educational experiences for the 
community. 
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Conservation - Carlin 

It is not too early to start thinking about what we can do as a Club for our California Native 
Plant month in April. 
The GCA Native Plant Month Initiative Goal is to educate and increase awareness about the 
importance of native plants to biodiversity and healthy ecosystems and encourage positive 
action among GCA members and in their communities. Each year, the GCA has built on the 
progress from the prior year to expand the impact of the initiative.   
  
Initially, the goal was to get an annual proclamation approved by the government in all fifty 
states. California is one of 6 states which have passed a NATIVE PLANT LAW. Next year, in 
addition to getting the 2025 proclamations passed, the focus is on Spreading the Word 
through positive actions . 
·      Club: Organize a tour of native plant gardens in your area,  
·      Community: Setup a native plant book display in your local libraries for NPM or plant 

native trees or plants in a community garden, school, or park,  
·      Children: Expand a reading program at a local library to books focused on the 

importance of native plants; plant native plant seeds in small containers to give 
away to children. 

Perhaps we could do children’s reading sessions at the Old Mill! 
Additional Conservation News: 
The Outsideyourdoor.org website (Password: outside) was created by members of the 
Seattle Garden Club during the pandemic to help get young people, ages 3 to 16, 
outdoors appreciating nature and learning about conservation. 
  
The Garden Club of Santa Barbara is working with Santa Barbara Botanic Garden on a local 
30% native plant initiative  
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NexTrex Update - Carlin 

NEXTREX RECYCLING CHALLENGE 

We are up to 172 pounds! Thank you to all of you who continued to submit collections over 
the summer! The big collection bin will reappear at the October meeting. 

Remember to: 

·      Collect and weigh your plastic 
·      Deliver to a collection site – see list and photo of a Vons site below. 
·      Take a photo and send it to Carlin.  They prefer horizontal photos. We need the 

weight and proof of delivery to get credit. 

 

CALIFORNIA COLLECTION SITES: 
Albertsons 
*Firestone Walker Brewing 
Food 4 Less 
Foods Co. 
Kohl’s 
*Plastic Beach 
Ralphs 
Safeway 
Savemart 
Sprouts Farmers Market 
Vons 
Winco 

Click on the link to see what you CAN recycle: https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/
w493_q2_sp21_0_trex-recycling-posterpdf.pdf 

This link to see what you CAN NOT Recycle under the Trex program:  
https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/20220811141301_9_jsfwd_493_q2_1.pdf 
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https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/w493_q2_sp21_0_trex-recycling-posterpdf.pdf
https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/w493_q2_sp21_0_trex-recycling-posterpdf.pdf
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Diggers Garden Club 2023-2024 Album
 

Thanks to all of you who ordered a copy of our 
Centennial Photo Album.  I will be bringing the 
books to the December meeting.  If you did not 
order a copy, you can click on the image to 
order. 

  
The 2023-2024 Annual Book is also available to order with this link: 

  

If you have any questions or need help ordering, please contact Sally Miller.   
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https://www.shutterfly.com/share-product/?shareid=2e9f1a50-eabb-4bf6-83fc-2894ee4a8dbe&cid=SHARPRDWEBMPRLNK
http://www.diggersgardenclub.com
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Field Trip - Huntington Library 

Attention all Diggers!!!!  Ruth and Kathy have put together a field trip, planned for January 
29th, 2025.  We will be touring the Shoya House and Camellia collection at the Huntington.  
Tours will take place from 10 - 11:30, followed by lunch at possibly at the new Asian 
restaurant, Jade Court. 

Please respond to Ruth via email to pasqualettorj@gmail.com for those interested in 
joining.  Please arrive by 9:45 prior to the tour.
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