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DIGGERS

The Dirt being dished this month...

General Meetings:

.................................................................

(Unless otherwise noted). 12:00 noon
Meeting. Bring sack lunch. Invite guests

when appropriate.

Apr 2 - Prep for Auction @ Foker's

Apr 6 - Plant Drop off @ Foker's

Apr 7-8 -Auction Set-Up

Apr 9 - Auction and Plant Sale

May 7-8 -DGC Trip to Pacific
Northwest

June 4 -Annual Meeting & Lunch @
Debbe Booth’s

DIGGERS

From the Presiolent  (HENSINR

Dear Diggers,

A little rain didn’t stop the

Diggers from enjoying a jaunt through the
propagation facilities at Descanso Gardens.
Frank Obregon led us on a delightful and
informative tour of the nursery and state-of-the-
art propagation house where thousands of

seedlings are nurtured. My personal favorite was
the tiniest cactus I've ever seen which had only
grown to the size of a lentil, even after several
weeks. Sometimes, | wish time would slow down
like that in real life!

On the Eaton Fire restoration front, Pasadena
Garden Club’s president, Gina Guerra and | have
reached out to the good people of both Eaton
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Board Meeting

10:30 a.m. Monday'’s
preceding the General
Meetings at Athena’s
home. Please let Athena
know if you would like to
attend.

Bring your gloves,
shovel and clippers...

Weds. March 19
Thurs. March 27

9:00 - 10:30

Upcoming GCA Dates

WWWw.gcamerica.org

Mar 23-26, 2025
NAL - Washington D.C.

Apr 27-29, 2025
GCA Annual Mtg - Ponte
Vedra Beach, FL

Sept 18, 2025
Shirley Meneice
Conference - Virtual

Nov 13, 2025
Garden History & Design
Conference - Virtual
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Canyon Nature Center and Arroyos and Foothills
Conservancy to explore ways we can offer our support.
While a few grassroots opportunities are in the works, the
general response has been we “need to let the earth rest
and respond”. Like everything in nature, there is no sense
of urgency, so we learn to be patient and embrace the slow
but steady return of new growth. Rest assured, we are
continuing to explore a meaningful project, and you will be
the first to know when that time comes.

| am looking forward to gathering in Megan'’s garden April
2nd to kick off our plant sale and auction preparations.
Bring your clippers and gloves! While Megan might say
there is nothing to do, we all know that no weed can
escape a determined Diggers’ trowel.

Cheers to 100 years!

Athena

Where can | buy native plants??

Hahamonga Native Plant Nursery

4550 Oak Grove Drive, Pasadena

Open Wed-Sun 9-3

Contact Ruth if you want to go on the Field Trip to this
Nursery on Friday March 15th.

Theodore Payne Foundation 10459 Tuxford Street, Sun
Valley, Open Tue-Sat 8:30-4:30

California Botanic Garden 1500 North College Ave,
Claremont, Open Fri-Sun 10-4

Other nurseries that may have some natives:
Lincoln Ave Nursery

Armstrongs

Bellefontaine
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Garden Club Of America

Diggers are encouraged to tune in online for theEducation
Day portion of the NAL conference on Monday, March 24th.
This marks the 42nd annual National Affairs and Legislation
conference and all GCA members have the opportunity to to
“be in the room” in Washington DC, joining the conference
delegates for Education Day, live-streamed via Zoom.

K

l THE GAADEN CLUE OF AMERCA
WNTIOMAL AFTARS & LEGELITION (3NFERENCE

MARCH 23 - 26, 2025
Action Now for Planet Earth

Hear from scientists, non-profit leaders, and members of the
Administration about a host of policy issues and legislation
that reflect the GCA's mission “to restore, improve and
protect the environment”.

To attend, go to the NAL Conference Event Page under the NAL Committee on the GCA
website. Click on the Education Day and there will be a Zoom link.
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Old Mill

%

CAUFORNIA
NATIVE PLANT
SOCIETY

California Native
Plant Month

CALLING CHILDREN AGES 3-10!

We are inviting kids ages 3-10 years old to the Old Mill on
Saturday, April 12 and Sunday, April 13 to celebrate
Native Plant Month.

From 9-10:00 am, the Old Mill will hold a children's book
reading to learn about California’s native plants along with a
garden walking tour. There is no fee to join and everyone is

welcome! Parents must stay on site during this event.
The Diggers Garden Club will lead this special reading
and garden walking tour at the Mill.

For more information, contact Kate Sinclair at (626) 449-5458 or oldmill1816@gmail.com

~Na A~~~ A~~~ A~ A~ A~ A~~~ o~~~

May 15: CAC Opening Night

Artist's Reception 5:30-7:30pm May 18: CAC Paint Out &
Children’s Art Workshop

May 16: Kick Off Happy Hour 11-2:00pm

Live Music 5-7:00pm

~Na A~~~ A~~~ A~ A~ A~ A~~~ o~~~

Food Forward came to the Old Mill in March and collected lots of citrus!
The Artist's show “Magnificent Miniatures” is still on display for those interested.
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March Meeting - Descanso Gardens Propagation Tour

On March 5th, intrepid Diggers braved inclement
weather to tour Descanso Garden’s Nursery and
Propagation Center. Walking past beds bursting with
spring color up to the Nursery and Propagation Center
was an enjoyable way to get ready for our tour.

Once there, we were greeted with hot coffee and tea
by Frank Obregon and his Intern, Taylor. Frank, a self-
professed plant nerd, delighted us with tales of his
horticultural successes and a few of his not so
successful, but instructive, efforts. Following the Eaton Fires, many of Nuccio’s camellias
have been safely relocated to the Nursery area for the foreseeable future. Lilacs and
Milkweed are two of Frank’s particular passions as well as
prolific propagators. A Milkweed plant is given to every
participant at Descanso’s Earth Day events.

We toured the Greenhouses where rows and rows of
newly planted Milkweed and other specimens were just
getting started.

Our March tour date was quite early in the growing
season. Many of us agreed that another tour later in the
year would be equally interesting. It would be great to
see the Nursery and Propagation Center and the plant
growth in the warmer months.

Thank you to Frank
Obregon and his team for a wonderful behind the scenes
tour.

Since it was raining in earnest by the end of the meeting,
we all adjourned to the comfort of our homes for our
Zoom meeting.



http://www.diggersgardenclub.com

Volume 22 Issue 7 www.diggersgardenclub.com March 15, 2025

Upcoming April Meeting

Upcoming workday at Megan Foker’s, April 2, 2025 @ 10:30am
610 Woodland Road, Pasadena
Bring clippers and gloves!

Join fellow Diggers to help Megan prepare her garden for our annual plant sale and
Auction. Special guest Dryden Helgoe will present her landscape plans for the “New Old
Mill Garden project” and answer any questions you might have.

Plant Sale & Auction in April

Home of Megan Foker
610 Woodland Road, Pasadena
Wednesday, APRIL 9 - 11:30-2:00

GARDEN It's that time of year again! Keep your plants and pots
‘ happy for the next 4 weeks! Remember to fertilize and

& auvs ™\l
\ ’ e fm:\ groom those happy pots! You are all such an

% Annual Plant Sale "5 inspiration with the magic you create each year.
‘- Auction & Luncheon e

® Wednesday | APRIL 9 | 11:30-2:00 3 .
sl : ~ ¢ Please send your payments for the auction to Page

610 Woodland Road % along with guest names. Checks should be payable to

at the home of Megan Foker

Pasadena

Diggers Garden Club.

Proceeds benefit our permanent
project The Old Mill and other
educational programs
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Also please rsvp to Cindy for
the celebration dinner after the
auction. Checks should be
made payable to Cindy
Wenzlau. Dinner has been
moved up to 6:00pm!

Remember, this year we will
again honor native plants, as
April is native plant month.
We will have a larger “Digger
me in” type section with native
plants like last year at the Mill.

www.diggersgardenclub.com

AUCTION WEEK SCHEDULE 2025

March 15, 2025

Sunday April 6th
2:00-4:00pm

Deliver Plants, wagons and

watering cans to the home of
| Megan Foker (610 Woodland
| Dr., Pasadena)

If you have large plants to
deliver, please schedule in
advance with Ruth and Nena

*Gardener pick-ups and drop |

offs at Fokers (1-3pm)

Monday, April 7th
9:00am- 2:00pm

Sally and Lisa’s teams bring
food and drinks

Prompt arrival with:

* 10 pots with completed
tags

* Watering cans

* Clippers

*  Primping tools

° Tweezers

*  Wagons

* Hand dust brooms and
standard brooms

We will be doing:
* Complete table set up
*  Plant sorting
* Sale tags

Tuesday, April 8th
9:00am —2:00pm

Connie and Ruth’s teams bring
food and drinks

Prompt arrival with:
®  Previous days tools

We will be doing:
*  Plant cleaning
* Grooming
*  Watering
" *  Pricing

Wednesday, April 9th
AUCTION DAY
11:00am - Clean-up

® Please parkata
distance
* Bring centerpieces
*  Bring comfortable
shoes for loading plants
*  Check tables for general
cleanliness
*  Guests should arrive
promptly at 11:30
*  Lunch will be served at
12:30
*  Auction to Follow
®  Cash, checks and credit
cards accepted
After Auction, please stay to
help guest load

Please stay to help clean
Celebration party at the home
of Cindy and Bill Wenzlau
6:30 p.m.

*Gardener Assistance with
auction and deliveries (12-6)

Auction Week Schedule

We highly encourage those who feel comfortable to plant 1 native plant pot.
It will help highlight the native plant nursery pots being offered.

Inspiration from last year’s auction.
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Update on Native Bee Hotels

While we didn’t have any successful bee nests in our Hotels last year,
| have been told that if the tubes haven't been used, they're still
clean and ready for this season. Just clean out the top portion with
the pine cones.

To increase the chances of attracting bees this year, Crown Bees
suggests we try a few things:

Attractant Spray: Consider using an attractant spray. In the
spring, you can use the InvitaBee Mason Bee Attractant for
Osmia species, and in the summer, try the InvitaBee Summer Leaf
Bee Attractant. This can help draw bees to your nesting materials.

I have purchased some of the Mason Bee Attractant and am happy to do “house
calls” to spray your Hotel. Let me know if you want some. | can also bring it to the
April 2rd Workday at Megan’s. If the attractant works, | will get some for the Leaf Bees
in the summer.

Location: Make sure the bee houses are placed in a location that gets morning sunlight,
is sheltered from strong winds, and is free from lawn chemicals. These conditions can
greatly improve the likelihood of attracting bees.

Garden Environment: Ensure that the surrounding area has access to mud and plenty of
flowering plants that provide pollen and nectar, as this will encourage bees to nest
nearby.

If anyone wants more tubes or the full set of instructions again, let
Carlin know!
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NexTrex Update - Carlin

So far for 2025 we have collected 20 pounds!

THE NEW PROCESS IS:

Collect and weigh your plastic

Deliver to a collection site — see list and photo of a Vons site below.

NO PHOTO but send weight to Carlin.

We will still bring the collection bin to meetings

Please no “shiny” plastic. You must be able to poke and stretch it with your finger.

CALIFORNIA COLLECTION SITES:

Albertsons Ralphs

*Fir%stone Walker Brewing Safeway

Food 4 Less Savemart

Foods Co. Sprouts Farmers Market
Kohl’s Vons

*Plastic Beach Winco

Click on the link to see what you CAN recycle: https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/
w493 g2 sp21 0 trex-recycling-posterpdf.pdf

This link to see what you CAN NOT Recycle under the Trex program:
https://nextrex.com/jsfapp/cdocs/20220811141301 9 jsfwd 493 g2 1.pdf

GFood Waste
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Meet the The Old Mill New Caretaker

Meet Sofie Urbina, the new Old Mill caretaker. The
Diggers welcome you and thank you for making sure
that the Diggers gardens at the Old Mill are open to the
public each day!

“Hi, my name is Sofie Urbina, and | have been a lifelong
resident of the Pasadena area. | grew up in South
Pasadena and, during high school, volunteered at the
Huntington Gardens. There | worked under Jenny Long,
the former caretaker of The Old Mill, who became a
great friend. In 2019, we reconnected when she invited
me to assist with open hours at The Old Mill - an
opportunity | eagerly accepted, despite never having
heard of it before.

From the moment | started, | was fascinated by the rich history of The Old Mill. | was also
delighted to discover its beautiful gardens, which gave me the chance to learn about native
plants, garden maintenance, and local wildlife. Over time, | developed a deep appreciation
for the tranquility of the Mill and what its gardens provided. Open hours became my
perfect setting for office tasks, homework, reading and journaling.

Fortunately, my enthusiasm for The Old Mill resonated with
the executive director and board, leading them to offer me
the role of caretaker - an opportunity for which | am truly
grateful. | am thrilled to be part of this historic space and
look forward to meeting you all!”

10
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Endowment

Dryden Helgoe, the landscape designer we have
g been working with for the past 9 months will be

R - joining us to share with all of you the plans she has
ENDOWMENT developed for the New Old Mill at Megan’s house on
B R R R e April 2. We look forward to sharing these exciting

WNE D e\ 2o ideas with all of you.

Scrip

Scrip is available for Bristol Farms and Gelsons.
Easter is right around the corner. Please consider
buying scrip before the end of the month. Clare is
willing to drop off your scrip and pick up checks.
The money we earn helps us send Diggers to
conferences! Email Clare!!

11
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