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The Dirt being dished out this month...

From the President

Dear Diggers,
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Community is everything. We all know the importance of establishing roots, whether they

are in the garden or in life. The relationships we nurture - our family ties, social

engagement, volunteerism, and all the ties we make along the way to help enrich our

experience are the connections that make life more fulfilling.

This month we had the opportunity to
close out our year with some very
special honors awarded to members
and also to our community partner,
John Quinn, president of the Old Mill
Foundation Board. John leads by
example, and is an exceptional
neighbor to the Old Mill and a
dedicated volunteer. He was recently
awarded the GCA's Historic Preservation
commendation for his commitment to
the Old Mill. | know all the Diggers
would agree, there is no one more
deserving of this award than John. We
are so fortunate to have such a

John Quinn was presented with GCA's Historic Preservation
commendation. Photographed here with Kristin Poulsen, Connie

Harding, Kathy Miller, and Angela Loewel
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We also have a most distinguished Digger in our midst as Annette Serrurier was awarded

the Zone Creative Leadership Award, one of the GCA's highest honors. The support letters

written on Annette’s behalf were astounding and inspirational. Annette’s service to the

GCA has been exemplary and she has obviously enriched her life along the way with some

incredible relationships and lasting friendships. | know we are all so proud of Annette and

her engagement in the GCA. | only wish she had been able to attend the Zone meeting to

accept her award in person from GCA President, Mary Harmon.

Locally, we had a few special honors presented to
Diggers who worked on some long-term projects. The
Garden History and Design Award was awarded to the
team who painstakingly documented the exquisite
gardens of Liz Gilfillan for the Smithsonian archives.
Thank you to Susan Babcock, Judy McDonald, Sally
Miller and Athena Wood for your commitment to this
undertaking. We also presented a special award to the
team who helped bring our New Old Mill Garden Project
to life. This was certainly a herculean effort. From
soliciting funding, to creating a landscaping plan, and
executing the vision, these Diggers oversaw it all. Hats
off to Debbe Booth, Athena Wood, and Ruth
Pasqualetto for the countless hours spent making this
dream a reality and for shepherding this legacy project
through all the many important stages. The outcome is

beautiful and will be enjoyed by the entire community.

Lastly, we honored several members as they reached
milestone membership status. Annie Fraser: 30 years,
Kathy Ryan: 35 years, Debbe Booth: 40 years and Liz

Board Meetings

9 a.m. at Connie’s home the morning of
each General Meeting. Please let
Connie know if you would like to
attend.

General Meetings:

..............................................................

(Unless otherwise noted). Business
meeting at 12:00 noon. Bring sack lunch.

Invite guests when appropriate.

Oct 7 - First Diggers Meeting of the
year @ Old Mill

Oct 20&21 - Shirley Meneice Hort
Conference-Pasadena

Nov 4 - November Meeting

Dec 2 - December Meeting

Gilfillan: 40 years. Congratulations Diggers! A true testament to establishing roots and

finding community. We are so grateful for all of your years of dedication.

Happy Summer! Connie
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June Annual Meeting and Luncheon

Many thanks to Ruth for inviting the Diggers to her home and
garden for our final meeting of the year. It was a lovely day to
enjoy a delicious lunch in the garden, peruse the beautiful
photos from Angela’s October photo challenge, and admire the
long-stemmed pansies from Cathy's horticulture challenge. After
awards and milestone certificates were bestowed and Megan's
“old style” April meeting minutes were read, Diggers fell into
relaxed and easy chatter. No one seemed ready to part for the
summer. But alas, even the Diggers need a summer break to

reconnect with our families and our own gardens!

Our annual meeting and luncheon was held in the garden of

Ruth Pasqualetto’s

Megan reads her “old style” minutes
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Barbara, Nancy, and Amy enjoying the lovely weather and

company

Bette and Yvonne, statuesque as ever

Connie, Athena, and Kelly

There was lots of laughter when the minutes

were read
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Awards

Congratulations go to Annette Serrurier on being awarded
the Zone Creative Leadership Award! This is one of GCA's
highest honors. Annette, we are all so proud of you and to
be a part of the Garden Club of America.

Annette Serrurier received the GCA

Zone Creative Leadership Award

Ruth Pasqualetto, Athena Wood, and
Debbe Booth (not present) received the
Club Civic Improvement Award in
recognition of their efforts on the NOMP

Susan Babcock, Judy McDonald, Sally Miller, and Athena
Wood received the Club GH&D Award for their collaboration 5

in documenting the Gilfillan Garden for the Smithsonian
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Photography Challenge and Show

Back in October, Angela challenged Diggers to use their phones to snap some
photos in the Old Mill garden. The instructions were to take five types of plant
photos: a close up, one with shadows, a pop of color, a garden vista, and a hidden
beauty. Fast forward to our annual meeting and we have an art show. Angela
cleverly arranged the different styles of photos in salvaged frames. Here is a link to
the print shop she used for these adorable square prints.

https://www.parabo.press/?srsltid=AfmBOorWslwQ3ftuXwqqg5a89RATTY_t9G4lycksjeJ9dt8mpQskv8Cae

Hidden Beauty

Play with Shadows 6
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Angela describes the display process

Garden Vistas
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The Old Mill

The Old Mill garden is looking more and more
beautiful every week. We have five summer

workdays scheduled. Join us if you can! All dates
are from 9-10:30AM.

Tuesday, June 16th
Friday, July 24th
Wednesday, August 19th
Tuesday, September 8th
Tuesday, September 22nd

Rosa x damascena, Rose of Castile

See you in the garden! Lisa and Kristin

John Quinn receiving the GCA Historic

Preservation Commendation!
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The Old Mill-continued

We also hope to see you at one of these fun Old Mill Foundation events listed below!!!

Old Mill 2026 Calendar of Events

June 20: Music Under the Stars: U2xPerience - U2 Tribute Band
July 10: Summer Happy Hour 5-7:00 pm

July 25: Music Under the Stars: Quarteto Nuevo (classical music)
(Dinners on the Drive beforehand for members)

Aug 14: Summer Happy Hour 5-7:00 pm

Aug 22: Music Under the Stars: Gypsy Dreams - Fleetwood Mac
Tribute Band

(Dinners on the Drive beforehand for members)

Sept 11: Summer Happy Hour 5-7:00 pm

Oct 8: CAC Gallery at the Mill New Exhibit Reception 5:30-7:30pm
Oct. 11: Paint Out & Children’s Art Workshop 11-2:00pm

Oct 16: Annual Members Only Dinner

Dec TBD: Holiday Concert
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Horticulture - Cathy Tosetti

The culmination of the Diggers Long-Stemmed Pansy challenge was celebrated
at our annual meeting. Some were long, some were short, but they were all
colorful. Those who brought specimens were awarded with a baby Cardinal Basil,
Ocimum basilicum as a gift.

Cathy displays a perfect long- ltalian Hybrid pansies from the
stemmed pansy arrangement Flamenco series

Sally shows off her flamenco

pansies

10
Try and try...you may succeed!
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GCA 2026 Shirley Meneice Horticulture Conference

Duty Calls! Please be on the look
out for a SignUpGenius requesting THE GREEN MOSAIC

volunteers for the upcoming Shirley

L
1 bty

b

Meneice Horticulture Conference.

Here's a message from conference
chair, Gina Guerra (PGC):

The 2026 Shirley Meneice Horticulture

Conference, which is scheduled for
October 19 through October 21, is

approaching fast. The tours and ot e mmsea st s st s e siaenaid
workshops are being finalized, and the THE GCA’S SHIRLEY MENEICE
HORTICULTURE CONFERENCE

OCTOBER 19-22, 2026
together a wonderful Conference for the SaN MariNo, CALIFORNIA

225 horticulture enthusiasts from GCA

Committee has been hard at work putting

clubs around the country who will be attending.

We will need quite a few volunteers to help our out-of-town guests navigate the
Conference, which will take place at The Huntington and the Langham, including people
to assist with transportation (drivers, bus captains, chaser cars), tours and workshops,
registration, hospitality, lunches and dinners, speaker and breakout sessions, and Seed
Share. If you are interested in volunteering, please reach out to the Volunteer and
Hospitality Committee Chairs -- Lowry Ewig (PGC), Caroline Howell (PGC), and Athena
Wood (Diggers) -- to let them know that you can help. As our Committee includes
members from all three local garden clubs, it should be a wonderful few days for us to

show off our beautiful Southern California home.
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Best, Gina

11
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GCA-Founders Fund Winner

Appalachian Spring

Congratulations to Zone VII, Kanawha Garden Club & The Garden
Club of Alexandria on their efforts to propose this community

project which won this year's monetary grant of $40,000.

Project Mission Statement:

Charleston, West Virginia's Appalachian Spring Project envisions a historic transformation of
its small community by planting 1,000 flowering trees along its streets, riverbanks, and
parks over the course of two to three years. A Founders Fund grant would seed the critical
financial support for this consequential endeavor of environmental reclamation and cultural

rejuvenation.

Straddling the edge of the Western Allegheny Plateau and the Central Appalachian
ecoregions, Charleston sits at the confluence of two graceful rivers. One of the country’s
most biodiverse regions, the state also embraces one of the world's most significant
broadleaf deciduous forests and the nation’s newest national park. Charleston is home to
the Ratrie Arboretum and its four Champion Trees, as well as the Cass Gilbert-designed

state capitol campus, crowned by its majestic gleaming dome.

But like much of West Virginia, Charleston faces Goliathan challenges. Having served as
ground zero for the nation’s opioid crisis, West Virginia has experienced staggering
generational loss. Now, shuttered coal mining and chemical operations have caused
economic downturn, population loss, and an increasingly challenged tax base. Charleston

faces economic headwinds that strategic beautification investment can help reverse.

While central Appalachia has its challenges, Charleston’s community leaders have the vision
and grit to chart a new way forward. In 2026-27, Charleston’s “Capital Connector” project

will transform the city’s riverfront with the creation of a multi-use trail and river park. The

12
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spring spectacle of the flowering of hundreds of trees along both sides of the three-mile

stretch of the Kanawha River will be the crown jewel of this project.

The project was first conceived by Kanawha Garden Club members, five of whom now serve
on the city’s Beautification Commission. While a broad expanse of flowering trees along a
river's edge is indeed visionary, other values energize this endeavor: the gift of cooling
shade, air filtration, and community mental health benefits; pollinator plants and wildlife
habitats; and economic development through beautification impact, tourism, and

community growth.

The first phase of the project took place in mid October 2025 when 30 flowering trees were
planted in six different locations in Charleston. Trees included Kwanzan (Prunus ‘Kanzan’)
and Yoshino (Prunus x yedoensis) cherry trees. Other tree species selected over the course
of the project to create diversity will be crabapple, serviceberry, dogwood, redbud, and red
maple. A significant percentage of native plants is also part of the planning. The GCA-
affiliated nonprofit urban forestry firm Casey Trees has provided invaluable planning advice,
as well as the inaugural trees. KGC is planning dynamic educational spring projects
designed to engage children and adults in activities such as arts and tree science

programming.

While planting trees is the first step, the responsible second step is a tree maintenance
plan. In the fall of 2025, the Appalachian Spring Fund was established by a KGC member to
receive and hold private donations for the initiative. This private fund is intended to grow

and serve, in part, as an endowment to maintain and replace trees as needed.

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago, as the saying goes. The second-best time to

plant a tree is now. Charleston, West Virginia, is on it.

(GCA, 2026, May 4. https://www.gcamerica.org/members:projects/details/id/769)
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“Dig in” with Diggers - seasonal recipes

“Nothing says summer like a Nicoise Salad!” ~ Marianne Lynch

"Salade Nicoise”, from The Silver Palate Cookbook,
Workman Publishing Company, 1982

8 new potatoes (about 1 Ib) well-scrubbed
2 lbs. green beans, cooked

10 very ripe ltalian plum tomatoes, washed
and quartered

1 small purple onion, peeled and thinly
sliced

Y2 c. nigoise olives

1/3 c. chopped lItalian flat-leaf parsley
Pinch of salt

1 t. freshly ground black pepper

% c. "Our Favorite Dressing”, see recipe

below

6 hard cooked eggs, shelled and quartered lengthwise
12 oz canned oil packed white tuna, well drained

2 oz anchovy fillets, optional

Cook potatoes in boiling salted water until tender but not mushy, about 10 minutes.
Cool and quarter the potatoes. Transfer to large bowl. Add the green beans,
tomatoes, onion, olives, parsley, a pinch of salt, and pepper. Pour ¥z cup of the
vinaigrette over the vegetables and toss gently but well. Transfer mixture to a large
serving platter. Arrange the salad informally, or as follows: Place the hard-cooked
egg quarters around the edge of the platter. Flake the tuna over the salad and

14
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arrange the anchovy fillets, if you use them, over the tuna. Drizzle with additional
vinaigrette and serve at room temperature. 6-8 portions.

“Qur Favorite Vinaigrette”, The Silver Palate Cookbook
1 T. Dijon mustard

Ya c. red wine vinegar

1 t. sugar

Y2 t. salt

Y2 t. black pepper

Minced fresh parsley or snipped fresh chives

> c. olive oil

Monthly Mulch - a layer of garden goodness

Handy Tools shared by Diggers
Diggers share their favorite gardening gadgets

(click images to purchase on Amazon)

1) Donstraw Wash Bottle (2 pcs, 80z, $5.99 on
Amazon)
For those hard-to-reach succulent pot watering needs.
(Kristin Poulsen, Angela Loewel)

2) Hadiz stainless steel Garden Tweezers

(2 pcs- bent tip & straight, 8”, $14.99 on Amazon)
Wonderful tweezers for grooming plants and Digger pots.

(Megan Foker)

15
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3) Happyyami Bonsai scoops
(3 pcs stainless steel scoops, $21.08) (Cathy Tosetti)
Very useful for top dressing plants, scooping fertilizer, measuring/mixing

ny

&
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4) Custom Leathercraft 1140 EasySeat;

(Plastic, durable fits any 3 % to 5-gallon bucket; $13.99 on Amazon)
(Bette Cooper)*Bette’s is from BucketBuddy; this is what is sold now. Turns
bucket into a work seat.

5) Small concrete mixing tub

10 Gal. 28” Dx 20” W x 6” H, $7.97 @ Home
Depot

For mixing potting soils & potting up plants;
Easy clean, recycled plastic (Cathy
Tosetti)
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6) 12” Bonsai turntable; heavy duty.

$11.99 @ Amazon, Non-skid rubber feet, holds 88
Ibs., Zelarman Store (Cathy Tosetti)

Great for working on Digger pots.

7) CHIKAMASA B-500SF Stainless Steel Fluorine Treated Grape Care Shears
$14.99 @ Amazon, terrific for harvesting flowers, using in tight spaces, fine
pruning; Good quality, made in Japan, love them! (Cathy Tosetti)
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